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Communications for next month must reach the Editor not later than the 15th of this month. 


“INTO THE HEARTS OF ALL MEN” 


One of the jobs which—to the keen disappointment of members—Tussy was unable, through illness, to 
undertake at the Birthday Festival, was to * deliver a charge ” to the whole family of Toc H from the pulpit 
of All Hallows on December 4. He now writes, “ Gilbert Williams, to all our joy, fulfilled my place. 
But in the quiet time since then I have tried to set down what I had hoped to have said that Sunday morning 
of the Birthday Festival, It was to have been A STUDY OF THE MIRACLE OF THE FEEDING OF THE FIVE 
THousannd. In the hack of my memory I know that some §trong points in what follows are an old debt 
to Dr. W. J. Dawson, whose setting forth of the Slory broke in upon me nearly twenty years ago.” 


Pa: 


(ERTS of you who know your Prayer-books can guess that I had been 
brooding on it* on and off for fourteen days. It is lke deep, clear water: 
as your eyes become accustomed to it you begin to see some of the many wonders 
which lie deep beneath the surface. Of the miraculous Feeding as a miracle, 
I say little; but not for the reason: you suspect. To me, in my simple logic, 
there is but one miracle in all the New Testament, that is the miracle of 
Christmas, the miracle of the Incarnation. If this miracle be true, then all 
other miracles are but corollaries. Where Napoleon moved, men learnt to 
expect victories ; where Christ comes, Strange things are bound to happen. 
One day last autumn I was passing through a seldom opened gate into an 
enclosure deep embedded in the New Forest. Upon that gate, between it and the 
gate-post, a spider had woven his web, and in it as I came to it a wretched fly 
was struggling. I flung the gate open, and the fly was free. To him it was a 
miracle ; to me, the normal fulfilment of a higher but no less natural law. Once 
surrender to the Incarnation, and Divine Personality, all-loving and all-strong, 
breaks through and sets us free. ree 
This story of the Feeding of the Five Thousand is not only a miracle, it is a 
parable. Viétor Hugo somewhere speaks of it as a parable of printing ; here 
is the Lord multiplying loaves, and yonder is Gutenburg multiplying parchments. 
But miracle or parable, it matters not. We share this theme together for fruitful- 
ness within our own poor hearts and actions. 
Put yourself then most simply down in among the crowd that gather on the 
green grass by the hillside :— 
“ Heigh-ho, I’m hungry, now the sermon’s ended. What happens next, 
I wonder? Words won’t feed men... .” 
“ He said, ‘ Man shall not live by bread alone,’ but bread is always handy.” 
* St. John VI is the Gospel for the Sunday next before Advent. 
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“Why, our plight is like one of His own parables. We are the foolish whe 
have made no provision; we thought perhaps of manna, but such things don” 
happen nowadays beneath the Roman rule. Perhaps they never happened, ane 
the old Book is bottled moonshine ! ” 


“ Look, there’s a stir on the hillside ; the Master has given His orders and th 
boy with the basket has appeared. No doubt their meal is ready, but where’ 
mine ? ”? 

“ See, there is some dispute; the Master is shaking His head; perhaps H- 
won’t eat inthe sight of the hungry. They will move beneath the trees and picnis 
there.” 

“No, that will not content Him. It looks as if He wouldn’t eat at all; tha 
bears out what I have heard of Him. His sympathy does Him credit. . . .” 


The lad with the basket draws nearer. What is in it? Bread and fishes 
He lifts them up in His strong hands. He blesses them and breaks them. He 
gives them to His followers—to eat? No, not to eat, to minister. What then- 


“ They won’t reach me. The weakest only must be fed. What’s this ?” 

“Why, aller? 

© Stes, alll” 

“How?” 

“I don’t know.” 

“ Amazing! A miracle indeed. Where, where, are those city cynics, those 
disillusioned Pharisees? Would they were hereto see! Elisha and the widow’: 
ctuse—nay, here’s a greater than Elisha.” 


Was here; but here no longer: for now the Master turns, Himself aloni 
unfed, and sets His steps all resolute to the mountain-side ; until when evenings 
comes, with empty hands outstretched, He is there alone. 


Now pray to probe the minds of that rough group of men who found themselve: 
thus ministering. They learnt three thoughts that day concerning Christ; anc 
one about themselves. No man can learn the Mind of Christ —our pledged stud} 
in Toc H—from any angle save obedience. If you would seek an entry, do His will 


First, as they set about this task, they did so in amazement. Each time thej 
came and went they thought to find the slender store reduced ; until at last, con 
vinced against themselves, their grudging spirit quite broke down. They moves 
now in a dream which none could rob them of ; their minds lit with His ringin; 
words: “I have compassion on the multitude.” Never before in histor 
had this been so. Great men had come and gone, and wooed a people wit! 
soft words and promises: but Christ’s mind sought for no return for all Hi 
tender mercy. He knew this fickle mob ; and knew, perchance, that many mouth 
He fed would soon be crying loudly for His crucifixion. Yet, first of all mankind 
He stands before them utterly their servant; He pities them profoundly. H 
loves them with a universal tenderness ; He calls them mother, sister, and brothes 
and shields them from Starvation. 

And secondly, He loves not only their poor souls, but their poor bodies toc 
No blasphemy of all that marked the great French Revolution equalled th 


66 


blasphemy which preceded it from the lips of one great noble. “ Let the people 
eat grass,” he said, when told of their dire plight. Our Lord experienced hunger 
and chose Himself to be one of the poorest in a country where poverty was 
plentiful. He was not, as we now should say politely, “ representative of the 
people.” He was in utter identity with them. Dr. Pusey is not best known for 
his determined advocacy of social reform, but such a passage as this may, I hope, 
enforce my meaning :— 


“Shall we say to Our Lord, when He comes down to be our Judge, 
when we shall behold Him Whom we by our sins have pierced—* True, 
Lord, I denied myself nothing for Thee; the times were changed and I 
could not but change with them. I did not give to the poor, but I paid 
what I was compelled to the Poor Rate, at the height of which I complained. 
I did not take in little children in Thy name, severed indeed from father and 
mother, but they were provided for, they were sent to the workhouse, 
to be taught or not about Thee, as might be. I did not feed Thee when 
hungry—Political Economy forbade it—but I increased the work of the 
labour market with the manufacture of my luxuries. I did not visit Thee 
when sick, but the Parish Doétor looked in on his ill-paid rounds. I did 
not clothe Thee when naked, I could not afford it, the rates were so high, 
but there was the workhouse for Thee to go to. I did not take Thee in as 
a Stranger, but it was provided that Thou mightest go to the casual ward. 
Had I known it was Thou!’ And He shall say, ‘Inasmuch as thou didst it 
not unto the least of these my brethren, thou didst it not unto Me.’” 


And the third lesson that they learnt of Christ that day was this: not only 
that He loved them and was theirs; but better still, He was determined 
to help them. Let us take this to our hearts, for this is best of all. Again 
and again it happens in Toc H to all of us who really try, that we are faced 
with impotence and sheer futility: our best laid plans break down; our few 
poor pence run out; our patience is exhausted ; our wits are at their end. We 
started out so gaily, thinking, as some men think, that nothing is more easy than 
to do good to others. We took the problem over almost patronisingly, all 
cock-a-hoop with our immense credentials. And then we found some irritating 
tangle. The thing that looked so easy was so hard; we had gone to it jauntily, 
we came back from it crestfallen ; we nearly gave it up, and then we turned, 
please God, to prayer, and heard perhaps the swish of a great Eastern robe obedient 
to our summons, yet commanding. See, if you can, fair sir, poor young 
Dick Whittington, like some young British Jacob with a milestone for his pillow, 
on the heights of Hampstead! Then through the dark the London bells wove out 
their message in his dream and turned him back again to duty. When we are 
beaten to our knees, where can we better be? For this more humble posture 
prompts His coming. His voice rings clear: ““ Young man, I say unto thee, 
arise.” And with that word new life, new strength, new courage, new resolution 
comes flooding to our aid, till out of weakness we are strong indeed. 


These problems and these multitudes, these cross-grained and contraptious 
lads, they are not ours, but His. Were it to us that they had come, they must 


67 


(. a Ss DE: — 


hh 


indeed go away empty ; but He who filleth the hungry with good things will not 
that this should be so. And when we and they alike are at the end of our te- 
Sources, He is no more than at the beginning of His. No emergency but He 
1s ready for it; His plans all made, His purpose firm, He Himself knows what 
He will do. The simplest instruments beneath His touch ate all-sufficing : these 
fishes and these loaves to feed men’s bodies ; this Bread and Wine thus marvel- 
lously shared to feed men’s souls. And when He came to suffer for our sakes, 
two beams of wood and four fierce nails purchased man’s whole salvation. 

Thus far the three discoveries concerning Christ. He has compassion on the 
mass of men ; their bodily needs are real and urgent to Him; He is determined 
to help them here and now. 

But what did the disciples learn about themselves? As they passed to and 
fro with hands so full and busy, there must have echoed in their minds that 
seemingly preposterous command: “ They need not depart, give ye them to 
eat.” The miracle was that they were doing it. It had sounded like satire, 
but God is not a cynic. Christ never commands what faith cannot fulfil. If you 
really want to feed the multitudes, you can do it. If you are on fire for the great 
draught of fishes, you shall have them soon. True, you must mend your nets 
betimes ; nor will you ever mend your net by worshipping its cordage. Here 
is the heartbreak of what has since happened. Our English net, so old, so patiently 
mended, has been once more delayed and torn before it touched the teeming 
water. Aboveall, stand no longer on the shore of cold respectability. Launch 
out into the deep ; go down into their midst ; go for them—that’s Christ’s way. 
More than you know are ready to turn home. They stand aloof, not only through 
their ignorance, but ours. They think in thousands that they are not needed. 

Who thought five years ago that All Hallows would be the scene of the greatest 
Communion of the Church of England in living memory? Or that St. John’s 
Chapel in the Tower would be at the same time Presenced by the Master in the 
midst of hundreds of our fellow-disciples. And both great bodies of worshippers 
—two thousand in all—drawn mainly from that very age of man “ most alien 
to worship.” We dare not stand apart from the hillside, and bite our nails, and 
mutter that we refuse to risk a failure. Christ will not be gainsaid, when multitudes 
ate Starving We have now in daily deepening alliance in Toc H the followers 
of one who, when the main body of the Church held back, went down well nigh 
alone among the coarsest of his countrymen. There was a man, a man sent 
from God, and his name was John Wesley. 

Now, once again, England, both rich and poor, both old and young, is waking 
toa hunger to which they have long been strangers. What will you of Toc H do 

for them ? The Master waits your answer. He Starves, if they go hungry. He 
thirsts with them and for them; and all the while they faint and go astray, His 
precious heart is breaking, breaking, breaking. 

It may be that you have read a recent book by one who loves Toc H—John 
Oxenham.* ‘The hero of it is a man famous as Colonel Lawrence, or Colonel 
Freyburg. He watches through these post-war years the gathering gloom and 


a The Man Who Would Save the World: the Story of a Supreme Adventure. Longmans, 1927. 3s. 6d. 
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upon the Sussex Downs and gives himself to God, and frames a tian, tiznple, 
yet all-prevailing, [lis time of vigil ended, he passes out end reeves | 
friendly saint throuvhout the length and breadth of this cis: 
Masters and men come to hna with their problems. 
ness, and heals the homes of Mnglaned by teaching just one prayer. That prave 
is this :— “Ow Vather in navn, 

We pray Thee to send iato our hearts, 

And into te hearts of all men everywhere, 

The spirit of Our Lard Jesus Chrisi.”’ 

After five years he panses ayerieas, and moves all round the world, leaving 
each country happier; its hories more pure, its working life uplifted. At last 
he comes back home to London, and on his way to some great meeting travels 
by underground. A child upon the platform drops its air-balloon and fats beside 
it on the line. ‘The best man in the world knows that his hour is come ; and only 
just succeeds in flinging the child back safe before the train comes over him. 
But his work is donc. A new renaissance has begun in England ; a spirit long 
prisoned has been liberated ; men think more fairly, love more widely, build more 
bravely, live more faithfully, because the Master-light of all is once more 
openly acknowledged. ‘This is the spirit of Toc H. 

Let this then be our prayer, whatever be our Prayer-book :— 

Our Father in heaven, we pray Thee to send into our hearts, and into the hearts 
of all men everywhere, the spirit of onr Lord Jesus Chrid. 


IN MEMORIAM: JOHN CECIL BAINES 


It is with deep regret and with proud thanksgiving that we announce the passing on January 26 
of Licut.-Colonel John Cecil Baines, Chairman of Leicester Branch, and a member of the 
Toc H Central Executive. In his two professions, as soldier and as architect, he was distinguished. 
As a private in the 1st Volunteer Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment, he served in the South 
African War; as a Captain he began the Great War, served in Ireland through the troubles of 
1916, and commanded the 2/5th Sherwood Foresters in the operations round Mount Kemmel 
in 1918 with a skill which brought him the D.S.O. For many years also he commanded the 
ist Peterborough Battalion of the Church Lads Brigade. He was the architeét of a number of 
church buildings, both Free Church and C. of E., of war memorials and housing schemes, and 
of various Territorial headquarters. His professional advice, readily given, was of great value 
in adapting the Leicester House to the uses of a Toc H Mark. 

In the first beginnings of Toc H at Leicester he was one of the most faithful men who rallied 
round Sawbones, and many of the schemes since developed in the Branch are the fruit of their 
close friendship. Joining the Branch Executive in 1923, he was its Chairman from 1924 
onwards. He worked strenuously for the reduction of the mortgage on the House, and had the 
satisfaction of secing £1,000 paid off, and the payment of the remainder assured within a definite 
term of years. Both in the Branch and on the Central Executive his keen mind, penetrating 
ympathy and quiet humour served well the Family which he really understood and loved. 


® Few members now recall that in 1919-20 the ex-Service students then at Knutsford went out in pairs on foot through- 
out a Midland area; but the villages they visited have not forgotten these friendly, fruitful strangers. Since last year's 
Festival, Harry Whitley (Edinburgh Toc H, see January JOURNAL, p. 48) and his allies went out in mid-winter along 
the roads of Scotland; and the shy chronicle of their endeavour proves that men of 2 like spirit can learn and da much 
good by such campaigning.—P. B. C. 
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“TO PRACTISE THANKS-GIVING ” 


This short Sory (the title of which comes from the Tee H Prayer) is based, says its author, on“ a 
theme sue geñed during family prayers ” in the chapel of a Toc H Mark.—En. 


"DHE worried-looking financier crossed to the window, lowered it a trifle, 

then resumed his seat in the corner of the empty first-class compartment, 
just as the train glided gently to rest against the crowded platform. There were 
a few moments of bustle, a large amount of shouting, then the carriage door was 
pulled violently open and a red face emerged from the outer air. 

“ Beggin’ yer pardon, sir, but as the trains is so full, we’re ’aving to utilise 
these *ere compartments for third-class passengers,” and, stepping back, the 
porter ushered into the blue-cushioned interior two old people—a man and 
a woman. 

Walking timidly up the narrow passage between the seats, they reached the 
far corner to sit down and stare wondcringly about them, just as the door, with 
a crash, was shut, and the train, picking up speed, slid away into the open country. 
From an anxious contemplation of the City column of his morning paper the 
Financier suddenly became aware of a timid pair of hazel eyes, and, looking up, 
he surprised the old lady from a keen examination of his silk cravette. 

“I--I hope you don’t mind us coming in on you like this, sir,” she faltered. 
“ We—we didn’t really want to. I would have waited for the next train, but 
John—that’s the porter, my son, you know—wouldn’t let us.” 

“No. No.” The Financier was surprised, for he had hardly noticed their 
presence. Yet how could he when the whole of his fortune hung in the balance ; 
when any moment he might become as poor as a church-mouse ? “* Of course 
it’s all right,” he said, resuming his paper. 

There was silence for a time, for the old lady saw that he was wotried. She 
knew—from the wisdom of her black bonnet, brown coat and button boots— 
that his worry was money. She had been in service too long to mistake the look. 
It always got them just above the nose—two deep furrows on the brow witha 
deliberate tightening of the mouth. Totally different to the pauper’s hollow 
cheeks and sunken eyes. 

She turned to the old man who was leaning back, his hair splashing whitcly 
against the blue cushions, his rusty black coat buttoned tightly up to his neck. 
There was a yellowish tinge to his pale cheeks and his watery brown eyes flickered 
weakly as his wife spoke. 

“The gentleman musn’t be disturbed,” she said softly. “ He’s thinking about 
his money, and it’s a dreadful job ; though we’ve never had any to bother about.” . 

The old man turned his head and stared almost childishly across at the Financiet. 

“Who is it, Martha? Is he a gentleman? ” 

“Yes. Yes. Ssh! Ssh! Don’t speak so loud.” 

But the Financier was too worried to hear. Hce had just come across a paragraph 
in the Stop Press which had caused a cold shiver to run down his spine. Anthron’s 
Ltd. had dropped five more points since midnight, and it was obvious that he was 
playing a losing game. Even his fortune could not stay the calamity. Yesterday 
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he had bought and bought and bought to try to check the descent, but now— 
well, perhaps the stock had already reached rock-bottom, bringing with it ruin and 
the destruction of his ambitions. He dropped the paper and sat staring before 
him. For himself, he wouldn’t have minded starting again. But with Dolly !— 
oh, hang it all, it was the women who were hit every time. Dolly, poor little 
Dolly, hadn’t done anything—yet she’d have to suffer too. Lucky there were 
no children ; lucky, too, that the house was his own and that Dolly had a couple 
of thousand a year quite independent of him. They wouldn’t starve—but still, 
after a hundred thousand a year—! 


mee he became aware of the hazel eyes on his face and again he surprised 
them. 

“I hope, sir, that we don’t disturb your thoughts,” said the old lady, and, 
looking at her, he checked the feeling of annoyance that rose instinétively within 
him, suddenly realising how much he wanted a little comfort—a little encourage- 
ment. Dolly, his wife! Why, yes, but she was out hunting when he set off 
for town, and she had been at a dance when he had arrived home last night. 

“ No, you’re not disturbing me at all.” He smiled at her. “I’m afraid I'm 
very depressed.” 

“ Oh, dearie, and can I help?” ‘The inborn instinct of the mother broke down 
the class barrier. 

“Well, I—I hardly think so. You see, Pm what people term a financier, 
and—well, things aren’t quite as they should be.” 

As he spoke the old man turned from the window. 

“ Ay, this ’ere fimnance is allus a nuisance, I, for one, were never blest wi’ 
much brass, but what bit I ’ad, it were a durned trouble.” 

The Financier, to his own surprise, laughed. He noticed, too, for the first time 
that day, that the sun was shining. 

“ Money,” he said, “ is the very devil.” 

“ And be you going up to London?” The old man was childishly eager. 

cc Yes.” 

“ Well, I’ve never been there; in faét, this is only t? third time as I’ve left 
Cranby. It must be a big place, London.” 

“Very big.” The financier reached for his paper. All at once he had grown 
tired of the talk. The old man was a doddering idiot, and his wife . . . 

“ Were going up to Burton,” she said in her timid voice. “ Father’s not been 
well lately, and our doétor said we should come to see the specialist. It’s some- 
thing inside him that’s growing.” 

The Financier looked quickly across at the old man, checked a shudder, then 
smiled back at his wife. 

“ Oh, I’m sure he’ll soon be well again,” he said, then, looking down at his 
paper, he soon became seriously engrossed in its contents. Yet, as he sat, he 
Strained his ears to catch the whole of the pathetic little conversation that followed. 

“ You might have to go to bed, you know, Robert,” said the old lady. “ And 
remember what the doétor said about the sweet scent they’d give you.” 

“ But I don’t want no sweet scent,” whined the old man. 
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“But itll be nice. It won’t hurt. And you see, dearie, Pll stay nearby and 
Sung to see you every day.” 

4 Will you be leaving me?” 

Well, I can’t Stay with you all the time. But Pl! be there whenever you 
Want me.” 

There was silence for a time and the Financier, glancing over the top of his 
paper, observed that the old man was looking out of the window and that the 
old lady sat, holding her head firm and her back rigid against the soft-cushioned 
seat. A shaft of sunlight fell across her face and something sparkled in her eyes. 

Anthron’s Ltd. seemed very far away as he again turned to the paper. Some- 
thing stirred within him as he remembered an incident at Poperinghe in 1916, 
when he had come down one night from the hell of Ypres and had seen a door over 
which had hung a notice “ ABANDON RANK ALL YE WHO ENTER Here.” And 
he remembered how he had gone in and had learnt many things, chief amongst 
them being that in misfortune there is no class. 

Again he turned to the old couple, impulsively drawing a case from his pocket. 

“ J—I hope you’ll let me help,” he begun, but the old lady stopped him. 

“No, sir,” she said. ‘‘ We’ve supported ourselves and a big family all our 
lives, and we’ll finish the course together.” 

“Well, then, allow me to give you my card and if you want any assistance, 
let me know.” 

He handed the engraved slip across to her and she thanked him by resting her 
hand on his for a moment. 

The train ran into Burton as they sat back in their seats, and the old lady, 
suddenly quivering with excitement, stood up, reached down her shabby little 
suit-case, and ran to open the door. But the Financier was before her. 

“ Allow me,” he said, jumping to the platform and helping them both out; 
then, as he handed the case to the old lady, he bent towards her and whispered : 
“You'll let me know, won’t you?” 

She flashed a quick glance of gratitude at him as he jumped back into the carriage, 
then she hurried after her husband. 

“ We have our troubles,” she said, catching him up and fumbling nervously 
for her tickets, “ but I’m sure his are much greater.” 


* * * * * 


But back in the first-class compartment, the Financier stood by the 
window. Beneath his feet was the copy of the morning paper, but he did not 
stoop to pick it up ; he only stared out over the low embankment to the hundreds 
of blank windows of the hospital which faced the station yard. And, as he 
watched, he saw two solitary figures enter the gates and walk hesitatingly towards 
the main door. And, seeing them, he sank back into his seat, and buried his head 
in his hands. He felt ashamed and very humble. Then, as the train moved 
slowly away from the station, he stood up, and, going resolutely to the opposite 
window, he threw it open and stood staring out at the sun. 

Joun MARSH. 
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“TO DISOWN DISCOURAGEMENT” 


This article, which, like the preceding Slory, takes its title from a phrase in the Toc H Prayer, was con- 
tributed by “ Federal Padre”? Par Leonaro to The Link, the organ of Toc H Australia, for January, 
whence it is pirated—without permission but with gratitude. 

s PEIS is the year to do what you daren’t do ”—so runs the motto for the 
first week of the New Year in the Toc H Diary. Itsa great challenge 
to our manhood, and some there will be who will thrill responsively to it. With 
them lies the fashioning and brave building of Toc H during the coming months ; 
for in the adventure on which we are embarked it is not quantity but quality 
that counts ; not quantity of numbers but quality of spirit that wins the day. 


Toc H is in danger from the lure of numbers and we have got to resist it : 
history proves that God isn’t always on the side of the Big Battalions. Garibaldi, 
as every schoolboy knows, having suffered defeat outside Rome, appealed for 
volunteers from among his defeated and despondent army, and great man that 
he was, he struck the right note. “I offer you short rations, forced marches, 
bloody battles, wounds, imprisonment, death. Let him who loves Home and 
Fatherland follow me.” A mere handful thrilled to the sheer heroism of that 
appeal, but with that handful the ultimate freedom of Italy was achieved. 


It is a mad, heroic thing that we are trying todo. ‘To set the world free from the 
tyranny of Hate, to break the despotism of Greed, to rout from their age-old 
strongholds the twin giants Prejudice and Il] Will, to set free the imprisoned 
floods of Love. What could be more fantastic? Can we wonder if the world 
thinks us mad? We certainly mustn’t be cast down if many remain as apathetic 
as clod-hoppers, or tap their foreheads pityingly. We may be mad, but better be a 
madhat in a great cause than a mudlark in a slough of despond. 


I love the story of The Chapter of Seville meeting one hot day in the Court of 
the Elms. They were a handful of grey-bearded ecclesiastics sitting in conclave 
to discuss the building of a Cathedral. ‘The minute of their resolution is preserved. 
“Let us build a church so great, that those who come after us shall think us mad 
_ to have attempted it.” The Cathedral took 7eo years to build, but in reality it 
was built that summer’s afternoon when those old grey-beards were mad enough 
to plan so outrageously beyond their own poor possibilities of time and purse. 
Mad if you will, but there’s a glory about their madness that electrifies my spine. 
It’s the sarne madness that possessed the Central Council of Toc H five years ago 
when it pledged us “to listen to the voice of God, reckoning nothing of the 
world’s opinion or of its successes.” It’s the same Divine madness that has 
possessed Tubby from the first day even until now. It was the same madness 
that Christ had when He taught weak men to love their neighbours as themselves. 


If Toc H is to come true, we’ve got to be mad enough to believe that it will. 
In 1928 let us be wise enough to be mad, and brave enough to resist being cured 
of our madness by the world’s cynicism. For the comfort of your souls, remember 
that ideals are glimpses into the Mind of God. Fora moment He draws aside a 
curtain and we see His plan. Ideals are therefore the most practical things in 
the universe. Whatever else may crumble and fail, ideals are eternally true. But 
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something more than idealism is necessary. We've got to be experts as well as 
enthusiasts. Now obviously in some things we can’t be experts. We can’t all 
be expert cooks or cricketers, we can’t all be first-class painters ot poets, for the 
very simple reason that we haven’t all got the gift for these things. No amount 
of praétice will make up for the absence of the gift. We must be content tc 
remain in the ruck and admire those who, having it, polish it to perfection. 


But Toc H is a different kettle of fish altogether. We can all be first-class members, 
because it’s a matter of being in and out of love—in love with others and out ol 
love with ourselves. And however difficult this loving business may be, we al 
Start level. Nobody has an exclusive gift or capacity for love, for all equally have 
access to the spirit of Heroic Love Himself. 


Our job is to cultivate the gift; to make it grow by constant use ; to be mac 
enough and brave enough to get out of ourselves and into other people ; to shut 
the door of our heart to envy, hatred, malice and all uncharitableness ; to think 
love, speak love, act love at all times and in all places. 


For the comfort of your souls remember that the good mixer is not necessarily 
the good lover, while a hail-fellow-well-met exterior not infrequently hides 4 
shrivelled, ice-bound heart within. But love, the real ‘dinkum’ thing, neve: 
fails, for one loving heart sets another on fire. 


EVERYMAN'S STORY —xXI 
The Industrial Peace Union 


The present article is contributed by Mr. J. A. Seppon, C.H., formerly Labour M.P. for th 
Newion Division (SAY. Lanes) and later for Hanley. He has becn President of the Shop Assiflants 
Union, Chairman of the British Workers’ League, and, in 1914, of the Trade Union Congress; hei 
now Diredlor of Organisation in the Industrial Peace Union, which has its headquarters at 18, Abingdo. 
Street, Westminster. For further information see the Union's monthly Journal, price 2d. 

4 IHS H was an inspiration; the Industrial Peace Union is an application os 

the industrial side of the national life of the great principles for which Toc E 
stands, namely, good-will and right relationship between man and man; it i 
complementary to the spiritual work so splendidly started at Poperinghe, whet 
men went from the sacrament to the great sacrifice in the sure and certain hop 


of a life beyond. 


The Industrial Peace Union came into being after the General Strike, whe: 
many of the workers had mistakenly thought that by sacrifice for the minet 
they could alter the economic laws which had created the coal dispute. Th: 
Industrial Peace Union commenced on the ethical note “ Forgive and Forget, 
and works for Peace in Industry as the only way to solve the economic problem. 


Our complex industrial system, varied in the multiplicity of different trades 
demands particular and individual examination of each industry. There is ni 
royal road to industrial equity nor one remedy for existing grievances. 

This Union recognised this vital distin@ion, and reduced its programme t: 
a plea for five years’ truce between Capital and Labour. It centres the probler 
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upon economic laws, with the added claim of justice and duty between those who 
sell and those who buy labour in the world of competition, as the price of exports 
is fixed by the buyer and not the seller. 

The Industrial Peace Union seeks by education to extend this knowledge, 
and to bring home to each individual that this nation lives by export trade, being 
dependent for four-fifths of our food supply,and almost all our raw materials, 
except coal, upon other countries. Also to bring home to every one the fac 
that international trade is based upon the exchange of goods or services, commonly 
called invisible exports—that is, manufactures plus coal, shipping, banking, 
and services that each export creates in the process of paying for what we receive. 

During the last twelve months a remarkable change in the mentality of the 
workers to Peace in Industry is generally admitted; an omen that presages a 
new spirit in accord with the objects of Toc H. On the employers’ side, it is 
equally true to say that the vast majority have welcomed this movement, free 
from party politics, which embraces all sections of society in its membership. 


The practical results of twelve months’ propaganda are foreshadowed in the 
mutual agreement between the Trade Unions Congress and employers to meet 
in conference for a frank discussion upon the possibilities of co-operation and 
a full examination of the old and new problems, upon which solution depends 
the material well-being of the whole population. This gesture gives hope of a 
new spirit and of a departure from the age-long belief that Capital and Labour 
are antagonistic forces, each seeking to use their power to injure each other. 
No search for truth can avoid the conclusion that the spirit of the age during 
the industrial revolution was hard and cruel, and that the policy of buying in the 
cheapest and selling in the dearest market, applied to the labour of human beings, 
has left a legacy of suspicion hard to dispel. Happily, there are indications from 
which perchance may be predited a unity of purpose that may produce a union 
between elements which have been jarred by storms, and an honest endeavour 
to discover that, as brethren in essence and nature, they may share the glory of a 
better day. 

The Industrial Peace Union salutes Toc H for the work done for the many who 
fell, and for the spirit it is creating in those who are left, to make the sacrifice of 
the departed a benediction of service to their fellow men. It also seeks to co- 
operate along parallel lines for Peace in Industry, through reciprocity of the 
members of both Organisations and joint effort of each to support the kindred 
work without infringing any claim that Toc H has upon its members in the great 
work so splendidly manifest in the lives of those enlisted in this service. 


All may by moral support assist the Industrial Peace Union by attending any 
meetings held in their locality, by making offers to speak, or by offering the use 
of classes for economic education, as well as by assistance in passing the written 
word to friends and acquaintances. In like manner the appeal is made to members 
of the Industrial Peace Union, so that the aims may be co-ordinated in unison 
with the message of Toc H as a living vital force to make men better through 
industrial harmony, reaching forward to the fuller life which alone comes by 


setvice, sactifice and faith. J. A. SEDDON. 
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THE PROBATIONER IN TOC H 


A LONDON Jobmasters’ Conference, held at Crowborough in July, 1926 (see 

` report in O&ober JOURNAL, 1926, p. 350) was so much exercised about the 
Subje& of probation that it appointed a small “ commission ” consisting of two 
representatives from each of the seven Distri&s in the London Federation, 
together with the padres of the three London Areas, to “ examine and report ” 
on the question to the London Federation Committee in O@ober. This unofficial 
body met for a number of long evenings at H.Q., worked pretty solidly at its 
task, and eventually boiled down its conclusions into a memorandum, which was 
finally authorised by the Federation for circulation to all London Branches and 
Groups in January, 1927. This scheme of procedure with regard to men applying 
to join Toc H is, of course, in no sense “ official,” z.e., it is not issued by the Central 
Executive, and even in London it is no mote than a recommendation. But a 
large proportion of the five dozen London Branches and Groups have given it 
a year’s trial, with good results. It seems therefore, well worth while to offer 
it to the consideration of Toc Hasa whole. It is to be noted that the subjea 
of New Groups, i.e. the probationary stage of a Branch, is only lightly touched 
upon here. It deserves further consideration. 

The Memorandum (known as “ L.F.C, 8a.”) is as follows :— 


aoe reiation tf 8 A Memorandum 


We believe that the spirit which led men to offer their lives voluntarily during the years o 
the war cannot but be creative, and that those who first conceived Toc H hoped and prayec 
that, through the channel they were moulding, this creative spirit might continue to pass. 1 
is for this reason that we must seck to strengthen and maintain the quality of Toc H membership 
we build for the future and dare not build lightly. 

The Jobmasters’ Conference which met at Crowborough on July 3-4, 1926, was specialh 
impressed with the need of ensuring that all men who join Toc H should be clear as to thi 
responsibilities they thereby undertake and should be tested by more than a formal period o 
probation. 

This Circular to Branches and Groups has been drafted by the Commission which has me 
several times since it was ele€ted by the Conference to consider these questions, and has bee: 
further considered and approved by the London Federation Committee. 

In submitting this draft to the London Federation Committee, the Commission desired t 
emphasise the charaéter of Toc H as “ Everyman’s Club,” but a club only open to. Everyma 
who accepts the cause of Fellowshipand Service on behalf of which Toc H works (just as Talbe 
House in Poperinghe was open to Everyman of the Allied Forces, but not to our then enemies, 
It feels that the net of Toc H should be thrownvery wide, but that its meshes should be of therigh 
size to hold permanently only the right men. Among these are to be reckoned many who ma 
at first be uncertain about their conviftions and their job of service, but who are genuine “ triers. 
Toc H should never become a “ close ” society which would exclude men of their kind; iti 
a family, not specially of “ good” men, but of ordinary men who seek to grow better. 

Any set of rules on paper at once suggests “ red-tape ” to many minds. It cannot be to 
Strongly urged that the rules which follow were not drawn up to hamper and stereotype tk 
free spirit of Toc H. It is believed that a Branch or Group which adopted the principle « 
them would very quickly get into the way of using them in praétice quite naturally, and would t 
able to forget the paper in its concentration on the member-to-be. 
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The field of discussion is a large one and the Commission confined themselves to exploring 
two main issues only, viz. -_ 

A—The formation of new Groups.—The methods by which new groups are brought into 
existence and the selection of the first nucleus of members. 

B,—Probation.—On what Principles is a member admitted? How long must a man serve 
his probation, and what must he be, know and do before he can be actually ele€ted to full member- 
ship ? 


A. Formation of New Groups 
(a) The Methods by which new Groups are brought into exiftence. 
These are mainly two in number :— 
(1) The new Group either bursts forth to supply a demand, or 
(2) It is planted after careful preparation of the soil (é.e., by local visiting followed by a 
meeting at which a resolution is passed). 

The second method “ by planting,” makes “ careful seleétion ” very difficult, and the former 
method of gradual growth from one or two kcen men seems likely to give keener members and 
to avoid possible disappointment. When a man, already a member or a keen non-member, 
appears in an untouched locality, he should be encouraged to gather round him other men 
like-minded, and in this way “ careful selection’ is made much easier. He should in the first 
instance consult the London Secretary, the Area Padre, or Distri€t Officers, whose names can 
be supplied by Headquarters. 

(6) Careful Seleftion. 

This should include selection on the grounds of keenness on the ideals of the Family combined 
with variety of type and opinions, but a man should not be able to qualify by reason of his peculiar 
position in the locality, unless he combines with it keenness for the Family ideals. A potential 
Group should not aż fir sele& many men whom it only Aopes will turn out well, though it may 
be able to do this later on. The membership forms of this nucleus of members should be 
countersigned by a (London) Headquarters or Distrit Officer, or an Area Padre (before the 
nucleus is approved and the Group sanétioned by H.Q.). Thereafter all candidates should 
undergo a period of probation (as suggested below) before their applications for membership 
are forwarded to H.Q. for consideration by the Elections Sub-Committee. 


B. Probation 

The method of dealing with the new-comer to the Family is tremendously important. The 
Branch or Group muét not only be concerned with what he will find on his arrival, but also 
with his possibilities as a servant of God and man. 

Trucr taét, and more unflinching carefulness than is at present used in some Branches and 
Groups, should be exercised in the election of new members. The standard must be jealously 
guarded and men must not lightly be commended to the Family. There must be a period of 
probation, and though a hard and fast rule is not desirable, a period covering six meetings or 
three months (whichever is the longer) should normally be the minimum. 

A set of suggestions for adoption by Branches and Groups is appended under the title of “The 
Probationer’s Passage,” but there are certain points which should be emphasised :— 

(1) The applicant should be helped to realise that membership of Toc H is an adventure 
and a trust that is as happy as it is sacred. He should be led to feel the Family Spirit and to 
understand what is expected of him in the Family. 

(2) He should be afforded ample opportunity of studying the Form of Application for Member- 
ship back and front. He should also be encouraged to read the literature of Toc H. Each Branch 
and Group should possess copies of Taes of Talbot House, Half the Battle, etc., for those members 
not able to buy their own, and specimen copies of the JourNat should be on loan. 

(3) Application forms must be handed out with discrimination. 
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‘ (4) The applicant muégt realise when he is on probation and must be given necessary informa 
tion as to what is expected of him and how he is to go about it. 

It may be found that the appointment of a “ Pilot ” is of great value.* His method of appoint: 

ment,qualifications and duties are thus set forth in the October 1926 issue of the JOURNAL, p. 353:— 

“ (1) The member to fill this office should be nominated to the Branch or Group Execu- 

tive by the Padre, Jobmaster and Secretary (though in some cases he might be onc of these 

three persons, who would then hold dual office); (2) His qualifications should be those 

looked for in what are called ‘ pivotal men’; (3) His duties should be to see that every 

candidate for membership is thoroughly grounded in the history, aims and methods of Toc H 

and no candidates should be ele€ted to membership of a Branch or Group until the electing 

authority (7.e., Branch Executive, or in the case of Groups, Headquarters) had received 

a satisfaétory report from the ‘ Pilot.’ He should also be responsible for seeing that the 
candidate’s sponsors take their responsibility seriously.” 

(5) The Jobmaster and Padre should regard it as their duty to see, and talk with, all applicants. 
Special attention should be paid to the member of 16-18 years of age. He must be treated with 
discretion as regards jobs in view of the necessity for the continuation of his education, which 
may rightly be regarded as his job. 

(6) The Branch Executive or Group Officers should receive a regular account of the progress 
of probationers and should seek that account particularly from the Pilot (where appointed), 
Padre and Jobmastcr. 

(7) It is Strongly recommended that all members should be initiated in accordance with the 
form laid down within a month of their eletion, and that members be initiated individually. 
Candidates should familiarise themselves with the ceremony of initiation beforehand. 


The Probationer’s Passage 


A suggestion for the course to be taken by an applicant for membership in his journeyings towards the 
Family circle of Toc H.+ 
1. An applicant may apply for a Probation Slip at his first or any subsequent attendance at 
a Toc H meeting. 
The Probation Slip (supplies of which are obtainable from H.Q.) is worded as follows :— 


I 
i 
I have read the Form of Application for Membership. 1 
1 
I offer myself as a Probationer of your Branch/Group. t 
i 
1 


all meetings. 

3. After signing a Probation Slip the applicant shall hand it to the Secretary, who shall bring 
it before his Executive at each of their meetings until the issue of a Membership Form is approved. 
On being accepted for probation, the applicant shall be informed of the fact in writing. 


* When this memorandum was drawn up the office of Pilot, created at the suggestion of the H.Q. Staff Conference in 
August, 1926, was new and almost untried. It is now familiar to most Branches and Groups.— Ep, 

+ This “suggestion for the course " should be compared with the “ unwritten rules ’’ of Leicester Branch, reported by 
Padre Sawbones (see On joining Toc H in November JOURNAL, 1925, p. 313), to which the London “commission ” 
acknowledges its indebtedness. Some suggestions from Birmingham were also used.—Ep. 
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4. A Membership Form shall not be issued to any applicant until he has attended not less 
than six mectings : also :—— 


(a) he should know a fair proportion of the members so that he may be feeling his way 
tight into the family, 

(b) he must read the literature and know something of what Toc H is all about (its ideals, 
its aims and its spirit) and be encouraged to take the JOURNAL. 

§. The Pilot or other responsible officer shall be in touch with the probationer in order to 
satisfy himself that the probationer— 
(a) understands the ideals, aims and spirit of Toc H; 
(b) is ready to serve. 


6. When the probationer has reccived a Membership Form from the Secretary he shall obtain 
a proposer and seconder from amongst the members who really know him. 

7. When the Membership Form has been placed before the Branch Exccutive they shall 
consider reports on the probationer at each of their meetings until such time as the Executive 
are satisfied and agree to pass him for membership. The form shall be countersigned on behalf 
of the officers of the branch. The new member shall be informed in writing of his elcétion. 
In the case of a Group, the Membership Form shall, on being countersigned on behalf of the 
Group officers, be passed to the Eleétions Sub-Committee at Headquarters. 


THE SCHOOLS CONFERENCE 


A, CONFERENCE of school correspondents and Schools Service Bureau representatives 
L à was held in the Library of Westminster School on Monday, January 16, Major-General 
Sir A. Sirtem in the chair. The following schools were represented :—Berkhamsted, Broms- 
grove, Blundell’s, Bishop’s Stortford, Brighton Grammar, Dover, Eltham, Giggleswick, St. 
George’s, Harpenden, Haberdashers’ Aske’s, Highgate, Lancing, Liverpool Institute, Mill Hill, 
Reading, Repton, Rossall, Rugby, Rutlish, Owen’s, Oundle, Sherborne, Sedbergh, St. Edmund’s, 
Canterbury, University College, Wellington, Westminster and Winchester, also S.S.B. repre- 
sentatives from Belfast, Birmingham, Cambridge, Hull, Leicester, N. Kent, Manchester, Oxford 
and Radlett, and W. C. Fletcher, Barclay Baron, Sir Bruce Bruce Porter, R. C. Grant, C. A. 
Nussey and P. D. Power, members of the Schools Advisory Committee. 

Dr. Costley White, headmaster of Westminster, welcomed the delegates. 

The Hon. Secrerary (H. A. Secretan) reported on the year’s working. The joint job of 
the S.S.B. of the schools was to put the claims of service and to provide the means for boys on 
leaving to meet them practically. The S.S.B. was not intended to “ tout ” for members of Toc H : 
that must come naturally by learning its ideas and through probation. Ninety-two schools were 
now affiliated, 14 having joined during the year. One hundred and ten boys had joined the 
S.S.B. and about as many more had joined Toc H direét or had been helped to find their job. 
The “ ffarring’? system * would work well only when all correspondents made certain that 
boys starred knew what the S.S.B. stood for before they left. Decentralisation in working with 
local schools and the appointment of local S.S.B. representatives (/.e., local Toc H members) 
were both progressing. 

G. V. Horsiack (Blundell’s) opened a discussion on the work of the school correspondent 
His job was to interest boys, not to tout for them, and he must tackle it absolutely honestly and 
fearlessly. The school correspondent had got to be amazingly cunning to see that the right 
thing was said at the right time and by the right person. The connection between service 
through the S.S.B. and any service the school was doing in its mission, etc., must be made clear. 


* School Correspondents are asked to put a star in the list of “leavers ’* they send to the Schools Secretary at 
H.Q., against the names of boys they consider especially likely to be interested in the S.S.B. and useful for service. 
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The coming of boys to the Festival, the Lamp in the School Chapel, the JOURNAL and othe 
literature being about, were all valuable. A real difficulty was to mix the “ Philistine ” and thi 
pl.” He detailed his own method of tackling boys on the last Sunday but one of term. 

C. M. Cox (Berkhamsted) and E. T. ENGLAND (Owen’s) both emphasised the value of thi 
Journar and discussed the difficulty of starring. It is a bold man who will lay down how ar 
individual boy will respond to the call of service after he has left. 

Les Aspy (Toc H Birmingham) spoke on the work of the S.S.B. representative. His joł 
was to follow up what the school correspondent had begun, and much depended thercfore or 
the work at the schools being well done. It was not enough that the $.S.B. representative 
should “ understand boys,” he must have the spirit of Toc H so rooted in him that he must needs 
communicate the germ to these. Not service merely, but the spirit that lies behind that service 
is what he must pass on. Toc H is not merely humanitarian. It goes much deeper and the 
S.S.B. representative must never forget that. The S.S.B. representative and the school corre- 
spondent ought to be in close touch. 

G. V. Carey (Cambridge) spoke of the difficulty in following up boys at the University unless 
the Starring is done well. A University branch must carry on the work of the schools, and must 
be prepared to welcome a number of “ nibblers.” P. D. BUTTERFIELD (Oxford) agreed. 

Rev. W. Fiep (Sherborne) suggested that school correspondents might themselves do at 
the end of term what H.Q. now does by letter, only more effectively and more economically, 

H. Brerr James (Mill Hill) thought the younger generation less ready to serve. 

Rev. R. SLATER (Toc H Newcastle) suggested that the job of S.S.B. representative was a way 
in which older public school men who find the pace rather hot in a young Branch might be of 
tremendous help. 

R. C. Grant (Toc H H.Q.) dealt further with the starring question and referred to the extent 
to which Toc H could help boys going overseas. 

The Hon. Secretary dealt with various points that had arisen, starring, the relation of the S.8.B. 
to school missions, welcomed Mr. Field’s suggestion, and begged schools to help by sending 
in their lists promptly. 

After lunch a short discussion on Finance was introduced by R. C. Grant. He pointed out 
that the S.S.B. had succeeded to the job of the Cavendish Association and that the support which 
Cavendish members had brought to it at the start was necessarily a wasting asset. The work 
was growing and an addition to the Staff was badly needed. Various ways in which the schools 
might be able to help were discussed and it was agreed that the Hon. Secretary should put 
these before headmasters and old boys’ associations. 

P. D. Power (Boy Scouts’ Association) then introduced a discussion on Scorting in Publie 
Schools. He gave evidence of its progress and emphasised the importance of its being not 
merely a small boy’s game, but a definite training for service among boys at the top of the school. 

An interesting discussion followed in which masters from different schools explained 
the various experiments in their schools and the relation of scouting to the O.T.C. there 

Sir Lupovic Porter (Toc H, H.Q.) then spoke of the ways in which Toc H could help boys going 
overseas. Dealing mainly with the East, he discussed the difficulties of life in tropical countries 
for the young fellow fresh from home, and showed how Toc H Branches and, where they existed, 
Toc H Houses overseas could give valuable help. In the discussion that followed, it was made 
clear that the Family can now help in this way, not only in the East but in the Dominions and 
many other parts of the world. 

This discussion closed a conference at which many people had something worth saying 
and said it, no one went to sleep, and the general impression left on the observer was that the 
schools’ work, difficult as it is and always will be, was rousing a keen interest and will be tackled 

the better for this picking of each others’ brains. H. A. S. 
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A schoolboy, turning the pages of an carly-Victorian history book the other day, came upon this 
forgotten piece of music and handed it to the Editor of the JourNau. It is a hymn of thanksgiving 
Jor the Armada victory. The original words belonging to it certainly don’t touch the heights of 
Elizabethan poetry, but the Sturdy old English tune is surely too good to remain buried. Here it is, 
slightly re-arranged by Alec Rowley, who helped with the Toc H Song Book. The words here printed, 
written in 1864, provide an answer to those hymns which suggest that the Christian is ‘born tired.” 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS CONTINUED 


| WO more letters, full of news of the progress of Toc H Australia, have reached the family 
in Manchester from Padre Pat Leonard. He sails for home on the P, & O. liner Narkunda 
on February 9, and expeéts to touch England again about March 22. Here is the record of 
his missionary journeys :— 
I. Melbourne, Australia, 
My WELL-BELOVED MOB, — November 4, 1927. 


It’s nearly a month since I last wrote to you, and although Ive been turning out a steady stream 
of letters day by day, far too few of them have been dire&ted to the Empire’s hub. When I 
wrote before, I was at Mz. Barker in the middle of an amazingly happy trip bushwacking round 
the S.W. corner of Western Australia. I could write a whole volume about that fortnight 
for every day I met fresh proofs of how generously the Toc H spirit roots and grows in the bush 
towns of sunny Australia, When arrived at Mt. Barker, which has a population of about 350,1 
found that the group consisting of a dozen stalwarts had organised an Arbour Day and arranged 
for me to talk to the village school children on the subject. I, under the impression that an 
aspirate had been dropped, prepared to talk about ocean greyhounds and lines of communication 
and links of Empire and the needs of adequate Harbours—all in vain, for the Arbour day was 
concerned with planting trees, and we forthwith sallied out in the rain to plant memorial trees 
in holes already dug and prepared by the Group along the main Street. Later I saw other proofs 
of many Saturday afternoons freely sacrificed to various forms of town-planning, beautifying, 
etc. In fact Toc H has led the way, now being followed enthusiastically in a scheme of achieving 
a “Brighter Barker.” Among the Group is the secretary of the Returned Soldiers’ League 
who has worked the local Branch up from 13 members to a 100 per cent. membership. They 
had a meeting while I was there to which farmers and stockmen and orchardists came in from 
anything up to 20 miles across country. One of the pillars of this Group is Jenkins, who a¢ted 
with Tubby and Eddy Evans in the famous produétion of “The Critic” in Ypres. Ask Eddy 
to tell you the story, which Tubby mentions en passant in Tales of Talbot House.” 


My next adventure was in A/bany, where the Governor also came to hand over the Rushlight 
and initiate the first members of a six months’ old group. Then back to Kazanning to Start still 
another Group. Here the pivotal man is Alf Guy, who as a Lieut. in the A.I.F. had the unique 
experience of being laid on one side for burial after a sniper’s bullet had splashed his neighbour’s 
tin hat with his brains. Whcn the burial party came for him that night he was obviously still 
alive, so they left him a bit longer waiting for him to die. As he refused they eventually carried 
him back to the aid post, where the doctor decided nothing could be done, so again he was put 
on one side to die, but the unconquerable spirit of Alf Guy thought otherwise, and to-day 
though he’s paralysed down once side, drags his foot and can’t use his arm, he’s indefatigably 
active, the secretary of the local club and the best known and best loved man within 100 miles. 
Katanning, they say, gets its name from an old black “ gin”? Kate Ann who kept a store in the 
early days and was the only woman in thecountry. “To go Kate Anning ” became an accepted 
phrase among the boundary riders, prospectors and pioneers of those early days, and although 
Kate Ann has passed away the name Still clings to the place. We had a wonderful meeting 

* This was on the eve of the “ Big Push ” in the Salient in 1918. “As a spring pantomime, we rose to ‘The Critic,’ 
in which, I regret to recall, that I doubled the parts of the ‘ Beefeater’ and ‘Tilburina,’ an arrangement at which 
Sheridan would have shuddered. On March 19 we even gave a porformance in the Y.M.C.A., just inside the Lille Gate 
at Ypres, being (I think) the only theatrical party that accomplished this. The New Zealanders there paid courteous 
attention for awhile; but the noble work of the master wit might have found no purchase on their Caledonian souls 
had not the whispering whine of several gas-shells without caused the heroine suddenly to dart into the wings, 
reappearing thence with a‘ boxspirator’ at the ready. This quite broke the ice, and all went merrily henceforth. 


The next day, I bslieve, a gas-shell pitched on the billiard-table there, and a few days later the hut itself was 
wrecked.”—Tuales of Talbot House, p. 71. 
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there—a Public one the first night in the half built Town Hall, and the second night, out of 2 
meeting of nearly 50 men, I initiated four to be the sele€tion committee to pick the team of 
Light Tenders.” 


_ Then came Kalgoorlie—the centre of the goldfelds—planned with the spaciousness of a capital 
city, when gold was booming and the population numbered many thousands. Now the gold 
and population alike are petering out, but there’s work for Toc H to do, and—glory be !—there 
are men there ready to hold aloft the Torch. Talking of that reminds me that one day I had 
the novel experience of seeing a black boy being burntalive. It was inthe bush near Mt. Barker, 
where blackboys are very plentiful. It was raining hard at the time, but my companions set a 
match to the dried leaves and soon the whole tree was a fierce bonfire (a sketch of the tree is drawn 
in Pat's letter), While I was in Kalgoorlie I took the opportunity of going down a goldmine, 
hoping secretly that I might put Toc H on its fect financially by the lucky discovery of a nugget. 
However, it wasn’t that sort of a mine and from first to last I never saw anything that ever 
remotely reminded me of gold. The whole thing was reminiscent of a London tube being 
excavated or a Heath Robinson coal mine. 


The last three weeks I’ve been in South Australia, making my H.Q. in Ade/aide. Fortunately 
I was able to borrow a car from my host and among other things sallied off one day to Mannum, 
a township way up on the banks of the Murray—I was only able to give the local parson 3 days’ 
notice. None the less he got together a meeting of 57 fellows, among whom was the resident 
doétor—a young man of 26, State fast bowler and potential jobmaster of the Group that voted 
itself into existence and is now busy proving itself. The ride back was memorable as it included 
a puncture and a blowout, and an eventual return to Adelaide at 2.0 a.m. in the morning. So 
the metry game goes on, and each day brings me nearer February and the return of the wanderer. 
Meanwhile, keep the home fires burning. 

My love to you all, Par. 


II. 
Written in the Train. 

My many Dzars,— 10.12.27. 

Pm on my way back from a trip up to the end of the line—about 400 miles north of Melbourne 
—to Mildura where the brains of men have made a desert as the rose. A very wonderful 
irrigation scheme has been perfected, pumping the water out of the Murray, which at this time 
of the year runs at the bottom of the deep banks ; and leading it through a network of channels 
far and wide over the countryside. A few years ago the land was covered with Mallee scrub: 
now it is green with vines, and orange trees ; and theland from being valueless (since the rainfall 
is only 8 or 9 inches: this year up to date only 54 inches of rain has fallen) is selling at £150 
an acre, and has been known to fetch as much as £400. Such is the magic of H,O. Mildura, 
as I have said, is 400 miles inland with very little between it and Melbourne except bush, a few 
worked out gold mines and a few sheep stations ; and yet Mildura is laid out with gardens, and 
boasts a better hotel than one would find in England outside the half dozen biggest cities. ‘The 
drawback is the heat. It is terrific. I sagged at the knees very quickly and felt like a wilted 
flower, but we managed to get a Group going, which I hope and believe will withstand the 
enervating climate and the inevitable lethargy of the people out of business hours. Beer drinking 
appears to be the only recognised use of spare time and I’m told that £800 for a Saturday is a 
fair till in cash in each of the three clubs and the two hotels. So obviously Toc H has got a 
niche to fill and a job to do there. 

On our way back we stopped last night at Sz, Arnaud, where we’ve got another little Group 
of fellows getting their feet firm and their hands busy. After 8 hours in a hot and very dusty 
train my idea of heaven on reaching St. Arnaud was a bath, but St. Arnaud is suffering from a 
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Water famine, so we had to be content with a lick and a promise in a cupful of second-hanc 
ditch water | However, we had a splendid Guest-night, even though I had to compete witt 
the village band playing selections outside the window. My companion on the trip is Johr 
Storey, who has lost a leg and an eye, but is an amazing bird. Officially State Registrar foi 
Vitoria, he manages to wander all over the country and wherever he goes Groups of Toc H 
Spring up. He’s been everything from an apprentice on a sailing ship to a merchant in South 


= 
= 


ti Africa, froma logger in Canada to a deadbeat and “sundowner” in Australia. All the world 
k is his friend, with a cheery word for everyone he meets, and an insight into men’s hearts second 
= only to Tubby’s. 

X On December 22 I cross over to Tasmania where I gather Toc H is not going any too well. 


It’s rather off the beaten track and therefore never gets any Toc H visitors and generally feels, 
+! and is, isolated... . 
Ever and always Yours, Par. 


=i TWO HAPPY ACCIDENTS 


d ERE are two true stories to show that you never know, when you write, who is going to 
vs i read. Is anyone (except the Editor) mid-Vitorian enough to remember the moving 
tale of Christies Old Organ? But in this story you must read “ Tubby’s ” for “ Christie’s.” 
d Here is the letter which reached All Hallows last Summer :— 
F Box 342, Army Post Office S/40 
; My Dear Sir,— Wiesbaden. 16.8.27. 
Before the Army moved from Cologne I was given by the R.C. Chaplain a “useless ”’ old orgam 
(by Southsea and Siebert, Petersfield). After much cleaning of reeds and case I have made use 
of it. But what may interest you is this :—On carefully cleaning a label inside the cover I made 
out the following indistin& writing :— 
“The Chants.. Dim... . one to be found on t1oth...and 23rd Evenings...andthe 


Congregation to sing.. original key. No other Chants...... Evensong. 
By Order of the Chaplain. 
27.3.1(6?) 1), 18), {C,, 


On lately discovering the initial “ P. B.C.” and the doubtful last figure “6” I had what is 
very possibly the wild idea that this Harmonium might have been used at Toc H. At any rate 
if the instrument has any associations with, or value to, you, it shall travel back to its original 
possessor! It most obviously has never been R.C. property. Iam leaving the Rhine Army 
in September, and will bring it back to England if you desire. 
Yours faithfully, 
J. Sr. Crain GOLDIE; CIF: 


And, behold! the old organ, used in 1917 in the Concert Hall in the garden of Talbot House, 
Poperinghe, when congregations were too big for the Upper Room, returns to claim its Old Age 


Pension. 
* * * * a 


The second Story is called, if you like, New Lamps for Old. It reached H.Q. on a postcard 
dated 20.1.’28, from an address in West London. It explains itself :— 
Dear Sirs,— 

I came across an article by the Rev. P. P. Clayton in “ Pearson’s Weekly ” under curious 
circumstances. Irun a taxicab, and, breaking the red glass of the rear lamp one night, I bought 


Cw eae 
` 


ENE oT 


> 


A the paper because of its red cover to replace the glass temporarily. Afterwards I read the most 
3 interesting article about Toc H. Would you kindly inform me of a Branch near here? I 
= should very much like to sample it. 

i Yours truly, 

3 84 
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A TOC H CHAPEL OF REMEMBRANCE 


"| Lamp for India, lit for the first time by H.R.H. the Patron at the Albert Hall in 
1925, was ceremonially litin Calcutta Cathedral on December 15, 1926, in the presence 
of H.E. The Viceroy, the Commander-in-Chief and a great company of people (sec JOURNAL, 
February, 1927, p. 67). It was placed on a pedestal in the corner of the Memorial Chapel 
of the Cathedral, with the Unknown 
Soldier’s Cross, granted to Toc H India, 
hanging on the pillar behind it (see photo- f 
graph in Tue Lamp, January, 1927). At j Pe HS 
the time Indian Toc H members expressed EN HU a rT 
disappointment that the light should not = i — 
burn perpctually, as it does in the case of i j 
the Prince’s Lamp in All Hallows. This 
was afterwards sanftioned by the Central 
Executive, provided that the Lamp is 
enclosed in a suitable casket. Toc H in 
India therefore, approached the Calcutta 
Cathedral Vestry which decided to allow a 
small shrine, or Chapel of Remembrance, to 
be made for the reception of the Lamp. 
The Vestry itself has provided a small 
wooden altar to be placed in a deepened 
recess in the North transept. The pi€ture 
above this altar will be a reprodu&ion of 
Perugino’s “ Crucifixion,” sent to Toc H 
India by a lady in England, and it is good to 
remember that a smaller reproduétion of the 
same pi€ture formed the “altar piece ” over 
the Carpenter’s Bench in Poperinghe. On 
the right of the altar will stand the Lamp in 
its casket, flanked by the arms of Ypres and ara TOC - 
of India, while the Unknown Soldier’s Cross ES oe 
hangs below. Itis hoped that twelve chair- 
kneclers to fill this tiny chapel will be given, j 
eachin memory of some Elder Brother. The cost of the casket and the necessary alterations 
in the Cathedral will be about Rs.3,500, and in September the Chairman of the Toc H 
Council for India issued an appeal to members out there to give not more than Rs.10 each 
towards this. The Hon. Treasurer of this fund is the Hon. S. J. Best, Messrs. Octavius 
Steel & Co., Old Court House Street, Calcutta. (The Forster Lamp in its casket in Newcastle 
Cathedral, New South Wales—sec pi@ture in January JoURNAL,1927—also burns perpetually now.) 


The South African Railway Mission 


The Annual Festival of the South African minster, where there is also a celebration at 
Railway Mission, for which Harry Ellison 11. At the Church House, at 3 p.m., the 
used to work, will be held in London on Bishop of Northern Rhodesia will take the 
February 23. The day starts with a chair, and in the same place at 8 p.m. Tubby 
Communion Service at 8.30 a.m. in the will be chairman. The Rev. H. P. Rolfe and 
S.P.G. Chapel, 15, Tufton Strect, West- Miss M. Porter are the speakers. 
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THE CHINESE FOR TOC H 


AWBONES wrote to Tubby from Mark I, Washington, early in the past year :—“ There 
\J isa priest of the American Episcopal Church taking a post-graduate course at. Alexandria 
Seminary, Virginia—a Chinaman, Kimber H. K. Den by name, of St. Matthew’s 


=> >t [att 


Church, Kiangsi, China. He heard of Toc H and made an appointment with me 
in order to hear more. He felt it was the kind of spirit and method he would like 
to introduce into China. He had heard nothing about our Lamps, or the idea of 
the Torch, or the symbolism of Light. Before I had gotten on to that subject he 
brought up the difficulty of the name ‘Toc H? They have of course no letters 
in the Chinese alphabet—only symbols for words and ideas. I asked him if they 
had any words which sounded like ‘Toc H? After a few moments’ thought he 
said the closest they could get to it was ‘ Tah Chih; and he proceeded to write it 
down in Chinese characters, and told me it meant ‘enlightening others.’ 1 enclose 
what he wrote for you to see. It is good to find the Double Cross of Ypres in the 


word ‘enlightening. Den will be in Alexandria till July, so I hope to sec a good 
deal of him. He then goes to New York, and returns to China in 1928. We must see that 
he is by then well infeéted with the spirit of Tah Chih.” 


(R. C, G. points out that “ Taa ”? in the Swahili language means “ Lamp.” —En.) 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


Ø Tussy and Rex CALKIN returned, some- 
what rested, from Portugal on January 27. 


Ø ENDOWMENT FuND: an important cor 
rection.—The sum of £30,000 mentioned in 
the January JOURNAL, p. 3, was the fofa/ on 
Janudry 10 (not “other donations” beyond 
the “largest donation ” of £10,000, as stated). 
The Fund on February 3 had reached 
the total of £35,630 os. 2d. 


@ Attention is called to the decision of the 
Central Executive that all Branch and Group 
officers, including Padres, shall go out of office 
at the Annual General Meeting of the Branch 
or Group: retiring officers may of course be 
re-clected. 


@ Members at home as well as in Australia 
will heartily congratulate Horace Crorry 
(““ The Very Dev. the Dean ”—as an Australian 
newspaper misprinted him—of Newcastle, 
N.S.W.) on his appointment as Bishop of 
Bathurst, New South Wales. 

Ø Padre C. W. Rose (Lincoln Branch) has 
gone to be Vicar of Brighton, where he will be 
welcomed by the Branch; he is succeeded at 
Lincoln by Rev. LeEsLIE Owen, another Toc H 
member, late Chaplain to the Duke of Portland. 
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Ø SECRETARIES’ List, January Alterations and 
Additions : (a) New Grorps—at hone: CREW- 
KERNE, R. W. Heming, Council offices, Crew- 
kerne, Somerset; Dunprez, D. S. Whyte, 
The Woodlands, 20 Jedburgh Road; SEVEN- 
oaks, C. G. Gordon, 23, Eardley Road. 

(b) Change of Secretary: Acton, L. H. Dun- 
phy, 29, King Edward’s Gardens, Acton; 
Bricuron, A. H. Heaver, 31, Shaftesbury 
Road; CARDIFF, R. Lewis, 18, Palace Avenue, 
Llandaff; Marx III, A. C. Maclellan, 148, 
York Road, S.E.1; Newron Hearn, C., 
Eckersley, 69, Culchethe Lane; NORTHWICH, 
W. J. Mather, 121, Runcorn Road, Barnton, near 
Northwich; Sr. Herens, IL. Free, 75, Chapel 
Street ; SLEAFORD, C. A. Caley, 9, Watergate ; 
Swinpon, S. W. Symcox, Mark XVI, High 
Strect ; Woousron, H. Holdforth, 14, Weston 
Grove Road, Woolston, Southampton. Over- 
seas: ABBASSIA, Flight-Sergt. J. G. Hatfield, 
c/o No. 216 (8) Squadron, R.A.F., Heliopolis ; 
BELGRAVE, R. M. Phillips, 91, Roberts Avenue, 
Kensington, Johannesburg; Isiprnco, L. G. 
Walsh, Isipingo Beach, Natal. 

(c) Change of Secretary's Address : RIVERSIDE 
Secretary to 13, Rawden Place, Riverside, 
Cardiff. 
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NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


London Federation 


Space does not allow of a complete diary 
of mectings of the 61 London Branches and 
Groups, but here is a seleétion for the benefit 
of visiting members and others :—February 10, 
Southern Distri€& Guest-night at Lavender 
Hill Congregational Church, Stormont Road, 
Battersea ; February 11, League of the Lamp 
of Maintenance mecting at Pierhead House, 
Wapping ; February 12, Tower Hill Group, 
All Hallows’ Porch Room; February 13, 
Brothers’ House, Barkis ; February 15, Mark I, 
Miss Lena Ashwell, Ladics’ Night; February 16, 
Mark VII visit Mark IL; February 18, 
Enficld Branch, “‘ The Roosters” concert 
party ; February 20, Dulwich Birthday ; Feb- 
ruary 21, Tubby’s “‘ Pancake Party” at the 
People’s Palace, Mile End Road (“ passports,” 
obtainable from the London Secretary at 
H.Q., are required) ; February 22, Mark III, 
Padre ‘‘ Hutch”; February 25, Southend 
Lamp dedication; February 29, Mark I, 
Padre Tom Garaway ; March 3, Hampstead, 
Herbert Cook; March 7, Mark I, Rev. J. 
Cartwright Adlard; March 8, Mark VII, 
Barkis. 

In the North Western Distritt, the Mark VII 
plan of devoting a night a month to a talk on, 
and discussion about, some aspect of Toc H 
itself promises to be most useful. HAMP- 
STEAD held avery successful Birthday at the 
Town Hall on January 6. Willesden (an old 
Group) have changed their name to HARLES- 
DEN, in order that the new Church End 
Group may be known as WILLESDEN in 
future. There is a very promising “ Grope ” 
at HENDON. The District? Guest-night was 
held at Harlesden on January 19. 

In the LEaflern. Distritt, WEST HAM 
assembled enough spare cash to give a 
Christmas tea to 80 children from Canning 
Town ; they also held a very cheerful Birth- 
day of their own. Some members who have 
recently attended meetings of young workers 
conneéted with local settlements hope they 
have found a happy hunting ground for Toc H 


recruits. 


In the South Weffern Distriff, WEYBRIDGE, 
having received its Lamp at the Birthday on 
December 3, had it dedicated in the Parish 
Church on December 7. Mrs. Hawker, widow 
of the member to whose memory the Lamp 
Stands, lit it; the Branch Padre spoke; and a 
member played the organ at a service which 
impressed not only members but the general 
public. Among corporate jobs the Branch 
has given entertainments at Convalescent 
and Crippled Boys’ institutions; is doing 
work for the newly-ereéted Hospital; has 
colleéted again during the year for the Hospital 
contributory scheme ; and is helping Sunday 
evening meetings for young people. They 
have attended conferences at Reading and 
Guildford, and “ imploded ” upon Kingston, 
Godalming and Woking. On November 21 
Woking Rotary invited Woking and Wey- 
bridge Toc H members to supper; Barkis 
spoke, and not only is there now firm friend- 
ship between the two movements but some sons 
of Rotarians have joined TocH. The Branch 
recently spent a useful evening discussing the 
article, “The Threefold Cord,” in the December 
JourNnaL. (It is worth noting that Belfast has 
discussed it and that Gloucester Group is 
holding a conference on March 24 with three 
talks and discussions on this article.) 

In the Western Disirifé, MARK I is trying 
to break fresh ground in Kensington. On 
January 11 they welcomed the Public School 
party (see January JOURNAL, p. 20)to the House. 
EALING’S main interest lately has been 
centred on the new Groups at ACTON and 
SOUTHALL which it has “ Godfathered ” : 
this has meant a loss to Ealing of many keen 
members, but the results to Toc H growth 
will be worth the sacrifice. The Branch 
organised a performance (Lord Richard in the 
Pantry) by the Toc H Drama League, which 
brought £40 to Earl Haig’s Fund. On 
February 23 they debate with the Ealing Green 
Society ; and on February 27 listen to Sidney 
Dark on “The adventure of journalism.” 
HAMMERSMITH has also been busy with 
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“ts godchildren A&on and FULHAM. With 
the help of one member in particular they have 
achieved their own Toc H Hut in Sulgrave 
Road, Shepherd’s Bush Green, and have named 
it after Herbert Fleming : Tubby opened it 
early in January, and among other attivities 
the Branch runs its Boys’ Club there. Mem- 
bers have found a fine corporate job among 
disabled ex-Service men at Queen Mary’s 
Hospital, Roehampton ; and the recent floods 
which have ruined z200 homes in Hammer- 
smith have got them busy on relief work. 
The ACTON Group, a child of Ealing and 
Hammersmith, was recognised in December, 
and on January 9 Jack Clark (Mark VH) 
ceremonially brought its Rushlight, which is 
to be dedicated at St. Martin’s Church, West 
Aton, on February 5. Barkis spoke on 
January 25. 

In the London Sports Club the annual Seven- 
a-side Rugger Tournament for the Dodd Cup 


will be played on the Toc H ground at Barnet 
on April 14. Besides London Branch and Group 
teams it is hoped to get provincial Toc H 
entries this year. All particulars from the 
Hon. Secretary, T. B. Beech, Oakdale, 24, 
Leicester Road, New Barnct; entries (with 
3s. 6d. entrance fee per team) must reach him 
by March 17. Toc H Rugger results up to 


January 14 are :— Diss 

Team Plhyd. Won Du. Lost For Agi. 
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: ye ae 3033 
In the Swimming Seion the Summer 
Session begins on April 1: Club nights at 
the Great Smith Street Baths (Westminster), 
are Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Please 
note that a Swimming Gala will be held on 
October 11—particulars later. 


Home Counties Area 


In Kent, CANTERBURY reports that, in 
addition to their “‘ stock jobs ” they have been 
iclping the Mayor in relief work for flood 
i&ims. They furnish a regular supply of 
aelpers to the Y.M.C.A. which has re-opened 
its Boys’ Club; and have been assisting 
L.W.H. On December 11 a party went over 
to evening service at Elham, where the Branch 
Padre is vicar ; and on January 9 they attended 
the WHITSTABLE Birthday in force, and 
heard a good talk from Padre Tom Garaway. 
FOLKESTONE also went to Whitstable. 
They held their Annual Meeting on January 13, 
and reports showed gradual progress and more 
demands in the town for their work: the 
L.W.H. is also working well. TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS had a good annual re-dedication 
service in St. Mark’s Church: Padre Gilbert 
Williams (formerly Branch Padre) spoke, 
and the ceremony of Grand Light was solemnly 
carried out. On the following evening at the 
annual Guest-night the Deputy Mayor spoke 
of the help Toc H had given in the town. 
The Branch has also entertained once more. 
6o old folks at an annual party. 
In Hertfordshire BROXBOURNE has a full 
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programme. On January 6 Petcr Monie 
talked to them; on the 13th they held their 
second Annual General Meeting ; on the 2oth 
“ Revolution v. Evolution ” was debated ; on 
the 27th, Barkis is to visit them ; on February 3 
their Padre talks on ‘“‘the revised Prayer 
Book”; onthe 17th, 18th and 19th they hold 
a Branch Birthday Festival; and on the 24th 
Alex Birkmire speaks at the Guest-night. 
Jobs as usual. 

In Essex, CLACTON-ON-SEA (rccently 
transferred to Home Counties from the East 
Anglian Area) finds that local causes come 
more and more to ask for Toc H help. In 
Christmas week Toc H and L.W.H. went 
carolling for St. Dunstan’s and raised over £20. 

In the Western part of the Area, ALDER- 
SHOT had a busy time at Christmas with its 
party for poor children on December 27. 
The Branch raised £40 and entertained 150 
guests royally. A Deaf and Dumb Club, 
Started by the Branch in March with no 
membership and no money, now flourishes 
with 20 members and a credit balance of £20. 
On January 12 the Branch held a combined 
meeting with FARNBOROUGH Group. 


East Anglian Area 


From COLCHESTER a jolly photograph 
has been received of the Carol Party singing, 
with great cheerfulness, in the falling snow. 
By this Christmas effort, undertaken in bad 
weather and on many nights, members of 
Toc H and L.W.H. raised £18. GREAT 
YARMOUTH spent part of Christmas Day 
in visiting the Infirmary and giving presents 
and an impromptu concert. Local interest 


in Toc H increases Steadily. FELIXSTOWE 
has its concert party now, the “Tic Tocs,” 
which recently gave shows at the Ipswich 
Union, and at two Convalescent Homes. 
‘I'wo Christmas parties were given, one to the 
Boys’ Club, the other to a Convalescent Home. 
Ridley Wootton, onc of the founders of the 
Group and an Hon. Visitor, is leaving for 
the North. He will be much missed. 


East Midlands Area 


As in moŝt areas, Christmas and New Year 
treats bulk largely in East Midlands news. 
NORTHAMPTON gave a party to 300 poor 
children on January 4, and another to the 
unemployed in thcir Rest Room on the 
following day: thcir own party was held on 
December 28th in thcir Club Room. BEL- 
GRAVE, a Group in its very early stages, 
did a very happy first corporate job in enter- 
taining 140 children on January 4: there were 
two Christmas trees and the evening ended 
with “Light” and prayers. MARKET 
HARBOROUGH, for the second time, gave 


a New Ycar’s entertainment at the Workhouse ; 
and MELTON MOWBRAY visit their Work- 
house regularly. COALVILLE have arranged 
a series of Sunday afternoon and mid-week 
concerts at the Sanatorium; and LOUGH- 
BOROUGH, which started a Hospital Library 
carly last year, visit the patients every week, 
while their Padres’ wives help the women’s ward 
and Toc H members have become “ Uncles ”” 
in the children’s ward. ABINGTON held a 
discussion on the ideals of Toc H on January 6, 
and a Group service in the Parish Church 
on January 13. 


West and South Yorks Areas 


SEDBERGH TOWN Group has now been 
in existence nine months, and an informal 
but a&tive Group in SEDBERGH SCHOOL 
has been in existence longer and meets regu- 
larly, The two Groups hold a combined 
meeting twice in every school term, “away ” 
and “at home ” respectively ; and on Novem- 
ber 10 they met together in the School Chapel 
for a special service taken by Padre Baldwin 
of Windermere ; twelve Windermere members 
came over. The Town Group, which is 
30 Strong, ran a small Summer camp (in co- 
operation with LEEDS Branch) for poor 
children from Leeds; have contributed eggs 
and books to Lancaster and Kendal Infirmaries ; 
and organised community singing to help 
St. Dunstan’s at Christmas. Many outside 
visitors have helped them—Arthur Lodge 
(then Area Secretary) and Leigh Groves 


(Hon. Visitor of the Area) started them off; 
Ronnie Grant (H.Q.), George Macleod (Edin- 
burgh), “ Jolly” Walker (Northern Area), 
Monty Callis (Manchester), John Gorton 
(Liverpool) and W. E. Henderson (Winder- 
mere) have visited meetings. The Vicar, the 
Headmaster of Sedbergh, the Master of the 
Union have addressed them, and many members 
have spoken from personal experience on such 
interesting subjeéts as “ A farmer’s point of 
view ” and “ Some advantages of being born 
in humble circumstances.” RETFORD Group, 
reborn, is doing well. Among thcir jobs they 
clean the War Memorial, distribute magazines 
to sick folk, and give concerts at the Work- 
house. They mect every Thursday at 31a, 
Market Place, where they hold their frst 
Guest-night on January 5, with GAINS- 
BOROUGH and MANSFIELD guests. 


East and North Yorks and Lincs Area 


GOOLE had a lively party for 112 poor 
children at the National Schools on January 3. 


SCUNTHORPE has started a Boys’ Club 


‘with over 4o boys. Members visit the 
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Hospital weekly, and raised enough moncy 
to Provide Christmas parcels for all old-age 
pensioners in lodging houses in the town. 
They hold their first Birthday on February 9 
(dance), February 11 (social), and February 12 
{te-dedication service). GRANGE TOWN 
will have their new Lamp dedicated in St. 
Matthew’s Church on February 1 by Padre 
Slater (Northern Area). The Branch is seek- 
ing a site on which to build a Boys’ Club. 
A talk on December 5 by a local Councillor 
suggested new jobs, which members have 
already undertaken. The annual report of 
the WHITBY Secretary shows a year’s record 
of happy activity. They ended 1927 with 51 


members and 12 probationers. Among cor 
porate jobs they run a Hospital Library 
help in two Boys’ Clubs and have Started 3 
Scout Troop. They raised enough money 
to present an artificial sunlight lamp to the 
Infant Welfare Centre and gave the considerable 
surplus to the Hospital and Nursing Associa- 
tion. The big job in the summer was the 
Boys’ Camp, at which over 200 boys, sent by 
York, Huddersfield, Sheffield, Grantham, Hull, 
and Middlesbrough Branches and Beverley 
Group, were entertained. Many meetings 
and visits to and from other Toc H units are 
reported. In 1927two Branch members, Ian Ross 
and Harry Fowler, joined the Elder Brethren. 


Northern Area 


There was a good attendance at the Annual 
Meeting of the Tyneside Conference in January. 
A brisk discussion on several matters affecting 
the future of Toc H in the Tyneside Distriét 
led to the appointment of a Sub-Committee 
to investigate ways and means of developing 
the usefulness of the conference. One of the 
most encouraging reports of works done is 
that presented by the new group, NORTH 
SHIELDS. Arrangements were made to 


visit the new Group which is being formed at 
STANLEY in the heart of the mining area. 
A recent recommendation by the Tees-sid? 
Conference may be of interest to readers generally. 
The conference suggested that a member 
residing away from a Branch and becoming a 
General Member should formally rejoin his 
old Branch if he wishes to be a Branch Member 
again. At Christmas old Members wrote to 
MARK XVIII from all parts of the world. 


Lancashire and Merseyside Areas 


ALTRINCHAM fixtures include a talk on 
“ Citizenship” by Councillor A. P. Simon 
(Mark IV) on February 10, and on “ Helping 
the prisoners ” by the Governor of Strange- 
ways Prison on February 24. WINDERMERE 
has a talk by R. B. Marrott on February 8, by 
Rev. A. Shields on “ The I.C.F.” on February 
29, and a business mecting and “ free and 
easy” evening on March 7. LIVERPOOL 
report a busy year (they didn’t grace these 
pages atallin1927). Their previous corporate 
jobs have been continued—the Cripples’ 
Parlour and the Wednesday evening “ Every- 
man’s Club ” (when all sorts of visitors from 
the street are welcomed); once a month a 
corporate Communion, followed by a break- 
fast together, is held. The Branch Rover 
Troop runs Scouts at the Leasowe Children’s 


Hospital, and the Troop has now spread to. 
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three of the wards. The Christmas Day 
breakfast for many poor children was better 
than ever last time; there was a Bethlehem 
tablcau, and the menu has advanced from 
sandwiches to sausages! Toc H and L.W.H. 
together also run an old folks’ tea, and held a 
joint social for themselves in the autumn, 
There is now a Branch Lunch Club, meeting 
every Thursday at Francis’ Café, by Exchange 
Station, from 12.30—2 p.m.—travelling mem- 
bers of Toc H, please note! BIRKENHEAD 
also have their Cripples’ Parlour monthly, 
and gave a children’s party at Christmas. 
Thay have recently started Toc H Rovers, 
and one member has got a new Scout troop 
going. Other members work at a Boys” 
Club, at the Mersey Missions to Scamen and 
at a Poor People’s Penny Bank. The Group’s 
re-dedication service was held on December 11. 


South Coast and Wessex Areas 


A meeting of the Sussex Conference was held 
at BRIGHTON on Janvary 14, when officers 
were elected, and various business done. 
The SHOREHAM representatives brought 
ina resolution recommending that all Branches 
and Groups should co-operate if possible 
with local Rotary clubs and should back up 
the West Sussex Rural Community Council. 
LEWES formed a carol party at Christmas 
and raised in six nights over £27 for St. 
Dunstan’s. They give periodical concerts 


at the Children’s Home. Meetings are held 
at St. Anne’s Institute every other Tuesday 
at 8.15. WIMBORNE Branch has taken 
the plunge by acquiring “a very desirable 
leasehold property ” (39 years to run) in the 
centre of the town; the ground floor is to 
be converted into Committee room, secretary’s 
office and a Chapel of Remembrance; while 
the floor above will seat about 80. At 
Christmas they gave two concerts at the Poor 
Law Institute and distributed parcels. 


South Wales Area 


The Area organisation has at last taken 
shape. Major L. H. Higgon, M.C. (a Pem- 
brokeshire man, who retired from the R.A. 
last November), took up the reins as Area 
Secretary onDecember1. He is a Foundation 
member of Talbot House, and an old friend 
of Tubby’s in the Salient. The chairman is 
Sir Sidney Byass, one of the most popular 
menin South Wales. As the result of a recent 
tour by Tubby, Ronnie Grant, and Padres 
Standfast and Maddock, the canny Welshman 
is beginning to see light on Toc H. PORT 
TALBOT, LLANELLY and RIVERSIDE 
(Cardiff) Groups are the first fruits, and 
vigorous chickens at SWANSEA and 
MOUNTAIN ASH are now hatching. A 
“big push” is arranged on February 7—10, 


when the “Light” will be carried to the 
Atlantic seaboard at ABERYSTWYTH, to 
LAMPETER (St. Peter’s College), MILFORD 
HAVEN and HAVERFORDWEST. A good 
deal of work is reported by Branches and 
Groups. BARRY have been visiting ships in 
dock, undertaking child welfare, etc.; CAR- 
DIFF have done really well in hospital work ; 
PORT TALBOT canvassed over 750 houses 
at Christmas and were able to help 140 
families with boots, etc., and to distribute 
various cheer; SWANSEA have praétically 
reorganised a Boys’ club. Cheerful reports 
come from MAESTEG and NEWPORT. 
CARDIFF holds a big Birthday rcunion 
On January 28, when their Lamp will be 
dedicated in Llandaff Cathedral. 


Ireland, Northern Area 


ARMAGH, among other activities, has 
arranged for the charging of the Blind Asylum 
wireless for the year at a reduced rate: Christ- 
mas events include a Sanatorium treat and a 
concert at the County Infirmary. BELFAST 
continued to discuss a “‘ New spirit in In- 
dustry,” and had a Rover Scouts’ Night. 
They began the New Year by a change to 
Monday as Guest-night, and the Founder’s 
message and the ‘Threefold Cord,’ from the 
JOURNAL, contributed to one of the best 
meetings they have had. The Newsboys had 


News from Overseas 


a cheerful Christmas dinner ; the club is now 
open seven nights a week. Individual mem- 
bers helped such objects as the ex-Service 
men’s Christmas parcels, concerts at the 
Hospital, Sea Cadets, the Reformatory and the 
Prison. At the moment there is no fresh 
expansion outside Belfast. Some ex- 
ceedingly keen new members give ground 
for hope. One of them represented 
Belfast at the School Service Bureau Con- 
ference in London; Campbell College is the 
first Belfast school to take the question up. 


Branches and Groups 


AUSTRALIA 


The Editor takes this further opportunity of 
urging Branches and Groups at homc to take 


The Link regularly. The January number, 
just received, is first-rate. 
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CANADA 


In the absence of reports dire& to the 
Journa we make a raid on Harry Ellison’s 
Canadian mail this month. As Registrars have 
now been appointed (see list in January 
JouRNAL, p. 60) for Eastern Canada, Ontario, 
The Middle West, and British Columbia, 
we will take the news in that order :— 


From Eaflern Canada, the Registrar reports 
that “ the progress of the Groups which you 
have started has been quite phenomenal.” 
He gives details of the working of 
MONTREAL CENTRAL, WESTMOUNT, 
SOUTH SHORE, ST. JOHN’S (P.Q.), and 
OTTAWA Groups. The first Jobmasters’ 
Conference meets on February 8 at 
Montreal From SAINT JOHN, New 
Brunswick (not to be confused with the 
St. John’s-Iberville “ grope,’ nor with St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, Group) W. O. T. 
Anglin writes: “ There were twelve present 
at the meeting (in bis house), and I think 
that you would have been very well satisfied 
with their spirit and attitude towards Toc H. 
After considerable discussion it was unani- 
mously agreed to make a modest but sincere 
effort to establish a Group in Saint John. It 
was felt by the majority that we should procced 
slowly and be very careful to introduce 
only the right type of man... There are 
many opportunities for the work of a Group 
of this kind in Saint John, in spite of the many 
service clubs now flourishing... We are 
very conscious that this is a movement that 
we must not trifle with, in view of the esteem 
in which it is held in so many parts of the 
world.” 


From Ousfario, the Secretary of EAST 
TORONTO sends Uncle Harry a fine illu- 
minated Toc H Christmas grecting, signed 
by al] the members, and a long letter: “ It’s 
simply great how Toc H is spreading here 
—but of course we realise the almost inevit- 
ability of that fat since we first met you 
right here. . . . We are looking confidently 
forward to the time when we shall be a Branch 
(or perhaps a Mark) and fathering a new Group 
in each distriét in the East End. . . This 
Group, however, is still in the ‘Grope’ 
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Stage. . . but we are afflicted with what might 
be called a second cousin of ‘ beginner’s 
luck” .. The job of visiting the Gcorge 
Street Boys’ Home has been taken over 
entirely by our Group (I go down there most 
every weck and am sure I get twice as much 
joy out of it as the boys themselves probably 
dol): we are also co-operating with the 
central House (#.e., Mark II C.) and the Groups 
on other big jobs, such as Christie Street 
Hospital and others...” From WEST 
TORONTO twelve members sign a joint 
letter: “ You will be glad to hear West 
Toronto is going great; the boys are falling 
into line, and we have some faithful workers, 
just now busy arranging a social for the 
patients at the Home for Incurables. . . We 
trust your trip to Africa (whither Uncle Harry 
returns this month) will be a huge success, and 
that the same Light that guided the Three 
Wise Men will be with you all the way. .. .” 
The jobmaster of LONDON, Ont. (“ London- 
in-the-Bush,” as he calls it) writes: “ You 
can take from the Group in ‘that other 
London’ the best of best wishes to our 
illustrious namesake and assure them that we 
are keeping up the old traditions. You will 
be pleased to learn that this Group is firmly 
eStablished and great progress is being made. 
In the very near future I hope that a Toc H 
Boys’ Club will be opened here. Praétically 
all that remains to be done is to find a suitable 
location. We are already making visits to 
two hospitals, where the advent of Toc H 
has been very much welcomed.” 


From the Middle West, there is news of the 
new Group at Winnipeg,ST. JAMES: “ The 
new St. James Group kicked off with a wonder 
ful meeting on November 3. Praétically al 
the new ‘blokes’ from your meeting or 
O@ober 27 turned up, with increased enthusi 
asm (you sure drove it in, old chap!) Wi 
soon got into Stride, and all stickiness dis 
appeared. . . So here we are, nurturing thi 
seed which you sowed, very carefully anc 
patiently but with gallant hopes.” Thu 
wrote Bill Dawe, the Chairman to Unel 
Harry in November: he now writes dire¢ 


to the Editor : “ Out first letter to the 
Journal, and greeting to the Family overseas | 
We are an outgrowth of Mark I C., Winnipeg. 
Three of us old-time members residing in 
St, James, which is a suburb of Winnipeg 
taged an- offensive, and with the aid of 
Padre Ellison, we gained our objeétive. 
Our first three meetings were held in the 
Police Court Room of the combined local 
Police and Fire Station—some onc said very 
appropriate for such an assortment of ‘ blokes ’ ! 
We now have 20 members, six initiated, the 
rest on probation, all very keen. Our first 
big job was to assist the Tribune newspaper’s 
Empty Christmas Stocking Fund for children 
in Greater Winnipeg; also assisted 
Mark IC. at a Dickens’ Christmas Carol 
which netted 225 dollars for the same fund. 
Our main job is a Boys’ Club for St. James 
for unattached boys: there is great need of 
it, and the working up of this keeps the whole 
Group busy.” he CALGARY Jobmaster 
writes : “ We are indeed fortunate in having 
a large and comfortable Studio for our 
weckly mectings, placed at our disposal 
until we can get a place of our own... We 
have got pretty well going now, but for our 
first few meetings progress was very slow, 
which had a mild tendency to discourage some 
few fellows slightly perhaps not a bad thing, 
as one who is easily discouraged will not make 
a good Toc H member. .. We have done 
quite a bit of hospital visiting here. This 
is much appreciated, so I have detailed a few 
more for this job as there is a large scope for 
this work here.” He adds that a friend of 
his from KELOWNA, B.C., visited Calgary 
Group, and was so taken with Toc H that he 
has begun to collet a Group at Kelowna. 
An encouraging letter comes from MOOSE 
JAW: “Every Tuesday we have our little 
gathering. The first Tuesday in each month 
takes the form of a supper mecting and 
Guesi-night. Last Tuesday, January 3, we 
put aside all business, except the Jobmaster’s 
report, and had a musical programme, very 
varied. When the hour of 1o o’clock came, 
after four hours with 33 hale and hearty souls 
together, we were loath to break up. . . Our 
boys are taking hold with a keen grip. Our first 


big job was putting over a Radio broadcast for 
disused and broken toys, which were repaired 
at the Toc H toy shop: we received some 
2,000 toys and sent out 395 parcels, comprising 
over 1,300 toys in first-class shape, to gladden 
the hearts of many children to whom Santa 
Claus would otherwise not have paid a visit.” 
In his dispatch to the JourNAL last month 
(sce p. 18) Uncie Harry referred to the letter 
he had received from Padre Hazell “ of the 
tiny Group at LOVERNA, which had been 
carrying on there on the Prairie since Tubby’s 
visit, unbeknown to the family at large—of 
such is the Toc H spirit!” Here are a few 
sentences from that letter: “There isn’t 
much we can do here. We run the Scouts 
and try to set a wee example of ‘service’ 
in a materialistic Western community. I 
am sure in my own mind that these little 
Groups on the Prairie will be praétically the 
only way to build up Toc H on these Western 
plains. If you know of any other prairie 
Groups would you let me know, as I would 
like to get in touch with them. ... Of 
course we have a different problem from places 
like Regina, Saskatoon or Moose Jaw, etc.” 


From British Columbia, the VANCOUVER 
secretary wrote at the end of November 
from Mark III C., the new Canadian House, 
that his Branch “‘ with all the new blood” 
had met, and that new members had been 
told that they must choose between joining 
up with the existing Branch or forming a 
new Group: “we ended by sending them 
upstairs to settle the thing for themselves, and 
a majority of them quickly decided tosstart 
anew Group. As you know, there is plenty 
of live wood amongst them, and I think you 
may be assured that the new Group will 
‘go over big’. . . NORTH VANCOUVER 
Group meets for the first time to-night, and I 
am sure they will get right down to it. The 
preliminary manœuvres of the B.C. Executive 
will be made to-morrow.” A Christmas 
card to Harry Ellison from VICTORIA, B.C., 
has this written on the back: “ You will be 
pleased to know that we have not let up at all 
in the enthusiasm with which Toc H got off 
for its Start under your guidance. We are 
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having full meetings four times a month. 
We have nine full members. . . . We have 
Started on jobs, picking up power and speed 
as we go along.” And a later letter adds: 
“We are tickled to pieces to be already an 
approved Group, and are getting right into 
harness as fast as Jobmaster ‘ Squire ’ Ravenhill 
can fit the yoke to our shoulders.” KAM- 
LOOPS reports that “we are keeping the 
Birthday of Talbot House on December 5, by 
having a 6p.m. round-table club lunch, ten 
minutes talk by Padre Askey, ten minutes 
business, and then a sing-song. We tried 
out Rogerum last night, and the result was not 
in the least fatal!” A later letter says: 
“ Our first real task was the collecting of money 
and gifts in kind for the Poor Hamper Fund 


for Kamloops (‘ poor’ referring to people- 
not hampers l)... I think our temporaf 
Group will become a-very permanent on 
We have the right spirit, and fecl we are a 
organism, maintaining a spirit in the Toc 
sense... . I feel that much, much work lie 
ahead of us here—I mean in Canada, I believ- 
that many Groups fail because they thins 
they must have a bang-up programme © 
‘jobs’ always. ‘They are not content t" 
dawdle effectively, that is, to take their job 
lightly yet seriously, and feel free to spen 
perhaps three-quarters of an hour in talk abou 
an ideal or a schemc—or just talk—and le 
the spirit do the rest. Ho! ho! Pm preach 
ing now, and you’ll say ‘ Hey, chuck this ! 
—and so Į will.” 


CEYLON 


The sixteen printed pages of the Annual 
Report for 1927 of COLOMBO Branch 
make good reading : they bear out the truth of 
the Statement that “ this year has been one of 
progress—of consolidation, of expansion, 
slow but sure—of deepening our roots by 
growth in the spizit of brotherhood and in the 
deeper understanding in the whole of the 
wonderful spirit of Toe H.” Great sources 
of strength come from the appointment of 
Sir Herbert Stanley, “a real friend and brother 
in Toc H,” as Governor of Ceylon, and from 
the return to the Island of H. L. Dowbiggin, 
now President of the Branch. ‘The Sccretary’s 
report shows that the strength is now 32 
“ ate initiated members,” 17“ general mem- 
bers,” and 3 “ outstation members—classed 
as general.” Francis Mathew has come home 
to Mark I again, but the new Branch now 
holds the Lamp dedicated to his brother and 
sister. Successful meetings are reported: 
“ some have been in the nature of Conferences, 
in an endeavour to arrive at a deeper under- 
Standing of the meaning of membership 
of Toc H.” Two outstanding events claim 

special mention—Dean Crotty’s visit on his 
way back to Australia from the 1926 Birthday 
in England, and the Bishop of London’s 
opening on April zo of the Slave Island 
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Working Boys’ Club started by the Branc! 
(see October JouRNAL, 1927, p. 396). The 
Jobmaster’s report deals with this work 
The Club, thanks to Mr. Tarbat, has “ really 
ideal premises ” ; it was “ furnished by public 
subscription, the various mercantile firm: 
who have mills and stores in Slave Islanc 
contributing most generously. . . Starting 
with a membership of twelve, the Club now 
has 30 members, with an average attendance 
of 16 at the Night School. It is hoped shortly 
to run a Scout Troop in conneétion with th 
Club. . . . It is remarkable how the members 
have caught the club spirit... .? Other 
activities mentioned are a series of entertain: 
ments to the patients of the Mental Asylum 
at Angoda; sports and an entertainment al 
the School for the Deaf and Blind at Moun 
Lavinia, and a concert in aid of this Schoo 
which realised over Rs.500. On the financial 
side, the Branch ended the year with a balance 
of Rs.200 in hand: in September a really fin 
response from members to the Headquarter: 
appeal enabled them to send over £23 tc 
London. An event of importance is the 
sanétion, on November 2, by the Centra 
Executive of a Toc H Council for Ceylon. 
“Toc H has taken root in Ceylon and is 
going to grow and develop in a lasting way.” 


INDIA 


An excellent 16-page printed Annual Report 
also comes from MADRAS, which, like 
Colombo, was one of the newly-promoted 
Branches of 1927. Readers of the JOURNAL 
have been kept fairly well informed of Madras 
activities during the year, and they are dealt 
with by the Jobmaster in this second Annual 
Report. The chicf jobs of the Branch are 
visiting the Mental Hospital (very difficult 
work); Cinema shows given in the children’s 
wards of the Hospitals, in the Prison, to Scouts, 
ctc, by members with the baby projector 
given to Toc H by H.E. the Governor and 
another lent to them ; Concerts to the garrison 
troops, the Leper Settlement and the Reforma- 
tory ; Hospital visiting, in which a team of 
Indian members is also now engaged; work 
at the Chingleput Reformatory—difficult 
owing to its being 35 miles out of the city ; 
very successful work in the Prison, largely 
due to Indian members of the Branch ; several 
Troops of Scouts, including an Anglo-Indian 
Troop ; tennis parties arranged for the mercan- 
tile marine officers of all ships which make 
Madras Harbour their terminus; and last, 
but not least, the running of Recrcation 


SOUTH 


No diret news, but once more a selection 
from letters, etc., to that busy Westward and 
Southward pioneer, Harry Ellison, who is 
about to return to South Africa again. An 
excellent short interview with him, published 
on the front page of the weekly South Africa 
on January 27 of this year, gives a summary 
of Toc H progress. “ Uncle” Harry gained 
his experience while serving with the South 
African Railway Mission for ten years (1901- 
1911), and as a Padre in France saw the moving 
spectacle of the heroic South African remnant 
coming out of action at Delville Wood. 
“In 1925,” he told the reporter, “there was 
one Groupin South Africa ; in 1926 there were 
35 Groups ; nowthereare6o0.” His references 
to brotherhood in conneétion with the “ race 
problem” are worth quoting. The inter- 
viewer asked “ You surely do not extend 


Rooms at Toc H Headquarters in Fort St. 
George for the troops of the garrison, The 
opening of this fine Headquarters on December 
12, 1926 (the date of the Birthday Festival 
at home) was fully reported in the February 
JOURNAL, 1927, p- 68. The Governor and 
Lady Goschen and the Bishop of Madras 
gave it a great send-off, and the service which 
these rooms made possible so pleased the 
military authorities that they offered three 
more rooms in the Fort to Toc H in March. 
The premises now comprise a reading room, 
well stocked with papers ; a large writing and 
games room, which also contains 700 books ; 
a small members’ room; a canteen; and a 
billiard room. This H.Q. adjoins St. Mary’s 
Church, so that no Toc H Chapel has been 
thought necessary. A copy of a little Guide 
Book to St. Mary’s has also reached us. It 
was produced in November last by the Branch 
and dedicated “to St. Mary’s Church, Fort 
St. George, Madras, in gratitude by Toc H 
Madras Group.” The history of the Fort and 
of the Church, the first Anglican church builtin 
India (1678), is well given, with eight photo- 
graphs, including one of the Toc H Rooms. 


AFRICA 


your brotherhood idea to the Kaffir ? ”— 
to which Uncle Harry replied, “ Well, it is 
like this. You would not, for example, 
bring your three-year-old-brother in a peram- 
bulator to lunch at the Rand Club; but, all 
the same, he is incontestably your brother, 
and you would look after him in other ways. 
I think it marks an advance in feeling that I 
found mysclf able to say such things to a 
Johannesburg audience. A real Johannesburg 
problem of course, is that of the native house- 
boy. For him nothing is provided that might 
save him from demoralisation and bring 
him in touch with good influences. If Toc H 
can bring its influence to bear in this direction 
it will be a big contribution to the common 
good.” The interviewer closes his article 
with this paragraph touching another side 
of the racial difficulty: “It is interesting to 
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note that the Dutch-speaking South Africans 
are beginning to be interested in the movement. 
Deeply religious in spirit as they are, it will 
make a wonderful inter-racial link when they 
find that their British fellow South Africans 
have also a religious motive at the back of 
their gay, humorous and hearty comradeship.” 
Now a few quotations from letters :— 
The Jobmaster of CAPETOWN CENTRAL 
writes : “ Capetown Central is going strong 
as one could wish. Unfortunately we have 
had few additions to the family. A few of the 
old hands have left and in their places new 
chaps have come along. ...1I1 feel in my 
bones that those who dropped out have left 
us better off. . . . People who think that they 
are about to shed some very particular glory 
on Toc H by joining it have, generally, 
‘another think coming.’ And I find that the 
chap who is really keen generally comes back : 
we have several of these chappies. . . Our 
jobs are, with the exception of the Seamen’s 
Institute and the Old Somerset Hospital, 
idividual jobs. They arrive every day of 
e week—one job is scarcely completed 
2fore another is sent along.” He enclosed 

. copy of the very neatly cyclostyled form of 
Birthday Thanksgiving, used by six Cape 
Groups together on December 10: the cover 
is signed all over by members, starwise round 
the Lamp in the centre. From KIMBERLEY 
also comes a signed Birthday programme, 
this time the printed menu of the Festival 
dinner held on December 3. The toast list 
includes The King, The Patron, Tubby, 
Toc H Overseas (“ coupled with Uncle Harry 
and Padre Bill” 7.e., Gilbert Williams), and 
Toc H South Africa—this last proposed by 
Arthur Marsberg, the famous “ Springbok,” 


SOUTH 


The Central Executive of Toc H on 
February 1 decided to sanétion an Executive 
Couneil for Toc H ARGENTINE. The first 
President is the Right Hon. Sir Malcolm 
Robertson, and the first members nominated are 
the Right Rev. Bishop Every, the Rev. D. W. 
Bruce, Sir Arthur Watson, Sir Hilary Leng, 
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‘possibly the greatest full-back of all time,’ 
who is a very a&tive member. Marsberg 
himself writes a long letter, giving details of 
the gallant and successful efforts made to put 
Kimberley Group firmly on its feet after 
a despondent period in its history. A pre- 
liminary meeting held in Sam Goble’s private 
ward in a nursing home was attended by six 
members: at the Guest-night, held in new 
premises in November, 73 people were present, 
consisting of 15 Toc H and 10 L.W.H. 
members, and a number of people who con- 
template joining up. Members of Toc H 
and L.W.H. tackled a colleétion for Christmas 
which realised nearly £40, and were able to 
give parcels to 76 old people—including 
Jews. Personal delivery by members of these 
gifts was an essential part of the scheme. 
PIETERMARITZBURG also held the Birth- 
day Festival on December 3, and both Groups 
there are now busy with Boys’ Clubs of their 
own. The Secretary writes: “ The next thing 
I should like to sce here, or rather in Natal 
generally, is a Schools Service Bureau on the 
lines of yours at home.” Maritzburg has 
Started a new Group at NEW HANOVER 
and has contaéts at Vryheid, Iscopo, and Mooi 
River. The Secretary’s Annual Report for 
No. 1 Group, which has reached Headquarters, 
shows a record of service at the Pine Town 
Hostel—run in conjun&ion with Rotary to 
house boys who have no good homes of their 
own; a seaside camp at Umkomaas School 
(put at the disposal of Toc H by the Natal 
Education Department) for 35 boys in July; 
and the running of the Y.M.C.A. Boys’ Club. 
In September the first breach in the ranks of 
Group No. 2 was made by the death of a most 
faithful member, Frank Henry Pegge. 


AMERICA 


W. Krabbe, R. Leslie, Major MacCallum, 
R. P. Easton, A. F. Beach, A. S. Cuff, G. M. 
Dempster Wright, G. Paul, L. Yeomans and 
N.G. Dean. W. J. Lake Lake (Hon. Registrar) 
and Padre Ralph Jackson (Hon. Association 
Padre are ex oficio members, as will be three 
Assistant Registrars, about to be appointed. 


